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The Historical Jesus And Mythical
Christ A Lecture
Does the New Testament story of Jesus contain any
elements of historical truth, or is it pure legend? In
The Jesus Myth, Professor G. A. Wells presents an
up-to-date, radical, and well-reasoned argument,
drawing upon his sure grasp of the wide-ranging
evidence. The accounts of Jesus in the four
canonical gospels not only contradict each other, but
are also not in harmony with the earliest Christian
documents, which never present Jesus as an
itinerant preacher, a performer of miracles, born of a
virgin, associated with Nazareth, or executed under
Pilate. The gospels were composed after A.D. 70 by
unknown individuals who could not have been
eyewitnesses to the events they describe. All the
earliest non-Christian testimony, pagan and Jewish,
is dependent upon Christian accounts. The
frequently voiced notion that there is independent
corroboration of the life of Jesus from 'Roman
records' or elsewhere is wishful thinking. Professor
Wells has become known as the foremost
contemporary exponent of the purely legendary or
'mythicist' theory, but he has recently come to accept
that there is a historical basis for one strang of the
composite picture of Jesus: that deriving from the
lost gospel, known as 'Q'. -- from back cover.
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2011 Christianity Today Book Award winner! The
scholarly quest for the historical Jesus has a
distinguished pedigree in modern Western religious
and historical scholarship, with names such as
Strauss, Schweitzer and Bultmann highlighting the
story. Since the early 1990s, when the Jesus quest
was reawakened for a third run, numerous significant
books have emerged. And the public's attention has
been regularly arrested by media coverage, with the
Jesus Seminar or the James ossuary headlining the
marquee. The Historical Jesus: Five Views provides
a venue for readers to sit in on a virtual seminar on
the historical Jesus. Beginning with a scene-setting
historical introduction by the editors, prominent
figures in the Jesus quest set forth their views and
respond to their fellow scholars. On the one end
Robert M. Price lucidly maintains that the probability
of Jesus' existence has reached the "vanishing
point," and on the other Darrell Bock ably argues that
while critical method yields only a "gist" of Jesus, it
takes us in the direction of the Gospel portraits. In
between there are numerous avenues to explore,
questions to be asked and "assured results" to be
weighed. And John Dominic Crossan, Luke Timothy
Johnson and James D. G. Dunn probe these issues
with formidable knowledge and honed insight, filling
out a further range of options. The Historical Jesus:
Five Views offers a unique entry into the Jesus
quest. For both the classroom and personal study,
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this is a book that fascinates, probes and engages.
The assumption that Jesus existed as a historical
person has occasionally been questioned in the
course of the last hundred years or so, but any
doubts that have been raised have usually been put
to rest in favor of imagining a blend of the historical,
the mythical and the theological in the surviving
records of Jesus. Carrier re-examines the whole
question and finds compelling reasons to suspect
the more daring assumption is correct. He lays out
extensive research on the evidence for Jesus and
the origins of Christianity and poses the key
questions that must now be answered if the
historicity of Jesus is to survive as a dominant
paradigm. Carrier contrasts the most credible
reconstruction of a historical Jesus with the most
credible theory of Christian origins if a historical
Jesus did not exist. Such a theory would posit that
the Jesus figure was originally conceived of as a
celestial being known only through private
revelations and hidden messages in scripture; then
stories placing this being in earth history were
crafted to communicate the claims of the gospel
allegorically; such stories eventually came to be
believed or promoted in the struggle for control of the
Christian churches that survived the tribulations of
the first century. Carrier finds the latter theory more
credible than has been previously imagined. He
explains why it offers a better explanation for all the
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disparate evidence surviving from the first two
centuries of the Christian era. He argues that we
need a more careful and robust theory of cultural
syncretism between Jewish theology and politics of
the second-temple period and the most popular
features of pagan religion and philosophy of the
time. For anyone intent on defending a historical
Jesus, this is the book to challenge.
Did Jesus exist? In recent years there has been a
massive upsurge in public discussion of the view that
Jesus did not exist. This view first found a voice in
the 19th century, when Christian views were no
longer taken for granted. Some way into the 20th
century, this school of thought was largely thought to
have been utterly refuted by the results of
respectable critical scholarship (from both secular
and religious scholars). Now, many unprofessional
scholars and bloggers ('mythicists'), are gaining an
increasingly large following for a view many think to
be unsupportable. It is starting to influence the
academy, more than that it is starting to influence the
views of the public about a crucial historical figure.
Maurice Casey, one of the most important Historical
Jesus scholars of his generation takes the
'mythicists' to task in this landmark publication.
Casey argues neither from a religious respective, nor
from that of a committed atheist. Rather he seeks to
provide a clear view of what can be said about
Jesus, and of what can't.
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In Did Jesus Exist? historian and Bible expert Bart
Ehrman confronts the question, "Did Jesus exist at
all?" Ehrman vigorously defends the historical Jesus,
identifies the most historically reliable sources for
best understanding Jesus’ mission and message,
and offers a compelling portrait of the person at the
heart of the Christian tradition. Known as a master
explainer with deep knowledge of the field, Bart
Ehrman methodically demolishes both the scholarly
and popular “mythicist” arguments against the
existence of Jesus. Marshaling evidence from within
the Bible and the wider historical record of the
ancient world, Ehrman tackles the key issues that
surround the mythologies associated with Jesus and
the early Christian movement. In Did Jesus Exist?:
The Historical Argument for Jesus of Nazareth,
Ehrman establishes the criterion for any genuine
historical investigation and provides a robust
defense of the methods required to discover the
Jesus of history.
Including a range of materials dating from the nineteenth
century to the present, this comprehensive collection brings
together the essential research into the historical reality of
Jesus the man, his teachings, and the acts and events
ascribed to him that comprise the foundational story of one of
the world's central religions. br br The set features a
substantial new introduction by the editor in the first volume
and a full index in the last, and provides work covering all of
the key aspects of the field, including the recent discussions
concerning anti-Semitism in early Christianity, and the
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political and ideological filtering of the Jesus story through the
Roman empire and beyond.
This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This
book may have occasional imperfections such as missing or
blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were
either part of the original artifact, or were introduced by the
scanning process. We believe this work is culturally
important, and despite the imperfections, have elected to
bring it back into print as part of our continuing commitment to
the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate
your understanding of the imperfections in the preservation
process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book.
A compelling comparison of the gospels and Greco-Roman
mythology which shows that the gospels were not perceived
as myths, but as historical records Did the early Christians
believe their myths? Like most ancient--and modern--people,
early Christians made efforts to present their myths in the
most believable ways. In this eye-opening work, M. David
Litwa explores how and why what later became the four
canonical gospels take on a historical cast that remains vitally
important for many Christians today. Offering an in-depth
comparison with other Greco-Roman stories that have been
shaped to seem like history, Litwa shows how the evangelists
responded to the pressures of Greco-Roman literary culture
by using well-known historiographical tropes such as the
mention of famous rulers and kings, geographical notices, the
introduction of eyewitnesses, vivid presentation, alternative
reports, and so on. In this way, the evangelists deliberately
shaped myths about Jesus into historical discourse to
maximize their believability for ancient audiences.
Includes: The Historical Jesus and Mythical Christ; Paul the
Gnostic Opponent of Peter; The 'Logia of the Lord'; Gnostic
and Historic Christianity; The Hebrew and Other Creations; In
Reply to Professor A. H. Sayce; The Devil of Darkness in the
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Light of Evolution; Luniolatry, Ancient and Modern; Greek
Mythology and the God Apollo; Man in Search of His Soul;
The Seven Souls of Man; A Retort; and, The Coming
Religion.
The Historical Jesus, and the Mythical ChristCosimo, Inc.

Includes: The Historical Jesus and Mythical Christ;
Paul the Gnostic Opponent of Peter; The 'Logia of
the Lord'; Gnostic and Historic Christianity; The
Hebrew and Other Creations; In Reply to Professor
A. H. Sayce; The Devil of Darkness in the Light of
Evolution; Luniolatry, Ancient and Modern; Greek
Mythology and the God Apollo; Man in Search of His
Soul; The Seven Souls of Man; A Retort; and, The
Coming Religion.Includes: The Historical Jesus and
Mythical Christ; Paul the Gnostic Opponent of Peter;
The 'Logia of the Lord'; Gnostic and Historic
Christianity; The Hebrew and Other Creations; In
Reply to Professor A. H. Sayce; The Devil of
Darkness in the Light of Evolution; Luniolatry,
Ancient and Modern; Greek Mythology and the God
Apollo; Man in Search of His Soul; The Seven Souls
of Man; A Retort; and, The Coming Religion.
Professor Wells argues that there was no historical
Jesus, and in thus arguing he deals with the many
recent writers who have interpreted the historical
Jesus as some kind of political figure in the struggle
against Rome, and calls in evidence the many
contemporary theologians who agree with some of
his arguments about early Christianity. The question
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at issue is what all the evidence adds up to. Does it
establish that Jesus did or did not exist? Professor
Wells concludes that the latter is the more likely
hypothesis.This challenge to received thinking by
both Christians and non-Christians is supported by
much documentary evidence, and Professor Wells
carefully examines all the relevant problems and
answers all the relevant questions. He deliberately
avoids polemic and speculation, and sticks so far as
possible to the known facts and to rational
inferences from the facts.
"The Historical Jesus: A Survey of Positions" by J.
M. Robertson. Published by Good Press. Good
Press publishes a wide range of titles that
encompasses every genre. From well-known
classics & literary fiction and non-fiction to
forgotten?or yet undiscovered gems?of world
literature, we issue the books that need to be read.
Each Good Press edition has been meticulously
edited and formatted to boost readability for all ereaders and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks
that are user-friendly and accessible to everyone in a
high-quality digital format.
Redefining the roots of Christianity via Egypt, this
peculiar book, by British poet and Egyptologist
GERARD MASSEY (1828-1907), will intrigue and
delight readers of history, religion, and mythology.
Massey connects the story of Jesus with far older
tales, exploring. . pre-Christian Christology . Persian
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revelation . Horus as Ichthys, the Christ . Khunsu the
expeller of Demons as Christ . Hermetic Sermon on
the Mount . mysteries of the Solar God . the two
dates of the Crucifixion . the seven women who fed
Christ identified . Gospel of Truth, Egyptian . false
teaching and the coming end of Equinoctial
Christolatry . and much more.
A new presentation of the argument that no historical
Jesus existed. A full and comprehensive survey of
the question through an examination of the early
Christian record, canonical and non-canonical, from
Q to the Gospels, from the earliest Pauline epistles
to the second century apologists, along with Jewish,
Gnostic, and Greco-Roman documents of the time.
The philosophy of the era, its religious expression in
the pagan mystery cults, fascinating glimpses into
the historical background of the period, an in-depth
consideration of the Jewish historian Flavius
Josephus, are only some of the additional topics
covered in the book. A richly-detailed, highly lucid
and entertaining account of how Christianity began
without an historical Jesus of Nazareth, who came to
life only on the pages of the Gospels. While based
on the author's work for 'The Jesus Puzzle' website,
the book is almost entirely an original writing, not a
compilation of website articles. Like the website
itself, the book has been styled for the general
reader, though the scholarly community will find it of
value as well.
Page 9/12

Bookmark File PDF The Historical Jesus And
Mythical Christ A Lecture
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally
important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as
we know it. This work was reproduced from the original
artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible.
Therefore, you will see the original copyright references,
library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in
our most important libraries around the world), and other
notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the
United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within
the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this
work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on
the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact,
this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor
pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur,
that this work is important enough to be preserved,
reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and
thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.
Eighteen centuries are a long while in the life-time of a lie, but
a brief span in the eternity of Truth. The Fiction is sure to be
found out, and the Lie will fall at last! At last! At last!!! In
presenting my readers with some of the data which show that
much of the Christian History was pre-extant as Egyptian
Mythology, I have to ask you to bear in mind that the facts,
like other foundations, have been buried out of sight for
thousands of years in a hieroglyphical language, that was
never really read by Greek or Roman, and could not be read
until the lost clue was discovered by Champollion, almost the
other day! In this way the original sources of our Mytholatry
and Christology remained as hidden as those of the Nile, until
the century in which we live.
Excerpt from The Historical Jesus and Mythical Christ: A
Lecture All necessary references to the original authorities
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may be found in the Author's Natural Genesis?) About the
Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands
of rare and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an
important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-theart technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the
original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the
aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such
as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our
edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of
imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are
intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.
Why would anyone think Jesus never existed? Isn't it
perfectly reasonable to accept that he was a real first century
figure? As it turns out, no.NAILED sheds light on ten beloved
Christian myths, and, with evidence gathered from historians
across the theological spectrum, shows how they point to a
Jesus Christ created solely through allegorical alchemy of
hope and imagination; a messiah transformed from a purely
literary, theological construct into the familiar figure of Jesus '
in short, a purely mythic Christ.
This Is A New Release Of The Original 1922 Edition.
Mainstream biblical scholarship is far from achieving
consensus in its ongoing attempt to separate the glorified
Jesus of faith from the ever elusive Jesus of history. It
remains to be seen how soon traditional academia will
overcome its reluctance to take the plunge into the New
Testament's final, uncharted territory: the theory that
Christianity began with belief in a spiritual heavenly Son of
God, that the Gospels are essentially allegory and fiction, and
that no historical Jesus worthy of the name existed. . . The
Gospels and Acts of the Apostles form one small portion of
the early Christian documentary record. They reflect but one
category of thought and witness to what that broad movement
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came to believe in. Modern scholars and believers alike view
the world of early Christianity through the prism of this narrow
handful of inbred writings, a chain of literary dependency and
enlargement on the first one written, and it has distorted all
that they see. The Gospels and Acts need to be put in their
proper perspective, so that they no longer obscure a more
clear-eyed view of what early Christianity constituted. That
view can be found in everything from the New Testament
epistles to the non-canonical documents, to the writings of the
Gnostics and second century apologists. Until we allow
ourselves to recognise what broader factors of the era
brought the idea of a Jesus into being, and how he evolved
over the first 150 years, the Western world will continue to live
and perpetuate a fantasy. . . Earl Doherty, through his
website and first book, "The Jesus Puzzle" is regarded by
many as having given Jesus Mythicism its most legitimate
and convincing expression in over a generation. This is a new
and revised expansion of that work. The product of almost
three decades of study, it presents a case of unprecedented
depth and lucidity for the non-existence of an historical Jesus.
(The original "The Jesus Puzzle" will continue to be available
as a condensed version of that case). In this age of the
Internet and the increased dissemination of knowledge and
ideas across a wide public constituency, the true beginnings
of one of the world s major religions may finally be ready to
emerge.
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