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The Art and Craft of Political Theory provides a critical
overview of the discipline’s core concepts and concerns
and highlights its development of critical thinking and
practical judgment. The field’s interdisciplinary strengths
are deployed to grapple with emerging issues and
engage afresh enduring ideals and quandaries. While
conventional definitions of key concepts are provided,
original and controversial perspectives are also explored,
revealing continuity in a tradition of thought while
emphasizing its diversity and innovations. The Art and
Craft of Political Theory illustrates the analytic and
interpretive skills, the moral and philosophic
discernment, and the historical knowledge needed to
appreciate a tradition of thought, to contest its claims,
and to make good use of its insights. Topics include:
science, ideology and normative theory biology, culture,
human nature, power and violence ancient, modern and
postmodern political thought liberty, equality, justice,
reason and democracy racial, religious, gender and
economic identities liberalism, socialism, capitalism,
communism, anarchism, feminism and environmentalism
social media, automation, artificial intelligence and other
emerging technologies. This concise, lively and
accessibly written book is essential reading for all
students of political theory.
Race and the Making of American Political Science
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shows that changing scientific ideas about racial
difference were central to the academic study of politics
as it emerged in the United States. From the late
nineteenth century through the 1930s, scholars of politics
defined and continually reoriented their field in response
to the political imperatives of the racial order at home
and abroad as well to as the vagaries of race science.
The Gilded Age scholars who founded the first university
departments and journals located sovereignty and
legitimacy in a "Teutonic germ" of liberty planted in the
new world by Anglo-Saxon settlers and almost
extinguished in the conflict over slavery. Within a
generation, "Teutonism" would come to seem like
philosophical speculation, but well into the twentieth
century, major political scientists understood racial
difference to be a fundamental shaper of political life.
They wove popular and scientific ideas about race into
their accounts of political belonging, of progress and
change, of proper hierarchy, and of democracy and its
warrants. And they attended closely to new
developments in race science, viewing them as central to
their own core questions. In doing so, they constructed
models of human difference and political life that still
exert a powerful hold on our political imagination today,
in and outside of the academy. By tracing this history,
Jessica Blatt effects a bold reinterpretation of the origins
of U.S. political science, one that embeds that history in
larger processes of the coproduction of racial ideas,
racial oppression, and political knowledge.
Since 1995, more than 150,000 students and
researchers have turned to The Craft of Research for
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clear and helpful guidance on how to conduct research
and report it effectively . Now, master teachers Wayne C.
Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams
present a completely revised and updated version of
their classic handbook. Like its predecessor, this new
edition reflects the way researchers actually work: in a
complex circuit of thinking, writing, revising, and
rethinking. It shows how each part of this process
influences the others and how a successful research
report is an orchestrated conversation between a
researcher and a reader. Along with many other topics,
The Craft of Research explains how to build an argument
that motivates readers to accept a claim; how to
anticipate the reservations of thoughtful yet critical
readers and to respond to them appropriately; and how
to create introductions and conclusions that answer that
most demanding question, "So what?" Celebrated by
reviewers for its logic and clarity, this popular book
retains its five-part structure. Part 1 provides an
orientation to the research process and begins the
discussion of what motivates researchers and their
readers. Part 2 focuses on finding a topic, planning the
project, and locating appropriate sources. This section is
brought up to date with new information on the role of the
Internet in research, including how to find and evaluate
sources, avoid their misuse, and test their reliability. Part
3 explains the art of making an argument and supporting
it. The authors have extensively revised this section to
present the structure of an argument in clearer and more
accessible terms than in the first edition. New distinctions
are made among reasons, evidence, and reports of
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evidence. The concepts of qualifications and rebuttals
are recast as acknowledgment and response. Part 4
covers drafting and revising, and offers new information
on the visual representation of data. Part 5 concludes the
book with an updated discussion of the ethics of
research, as well as an expanded bibliography that
includes many electronic sources. The new edition
retains the accessibility, insights, and directness that
have made The Craft of Research an indispensable
guide for anyone doing research, from students in high
school through advanced graduate study to
businesspeople and government employees. The
authors demonstrate convincingly that researching and
reporting skills can be learned and used by all who
undertake research projects. New to this edition:
Extensive coverage of how to do research on the
internet, including how to evaluate and test the reliability
of sources New information on the visual representation
of data Expanded bibliography with many electronic
sources
In this provocative and engagingly written book, the
authors argue that politicians seldom tailor their policy
decisions to "pander" to public opinion. In fact, they say
that when not facing election, contemporary presidents
and members of Congress routinely ignore the public's
preferences and follow their own political philosophies.
37 graphs.
Undertaking a sustained interpretation of Sudanese
novelist Tayeb Salih's novels and short stories, this study
focuses primarily on the ways in which his work depicts
the clashing of Arab ideologies - that is, questions of
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tradition, modernity, imperialism, gender and political
authority.
Each year, tens of thousands of students who are
interested in politics go through a rite of passage: they
take a course in research methods. Many find the
subject to be boring or confusing, and with good reason.
Most of the standard books on research methods fail to
highlight the most important concepts and questions.
Instead, they brim with dry technical definitions and focus
heavily on statistical analysis, slighting other valuable
methods. This approach not only dulls potential
enjoyment of the course, but prevents students from
mastering the skills they need to engage more directly
and meaningfully with a wide variety of research. With
wit and practical wisdom, Christopher Howard draws on
more than a decade of experience teaching research
methods to transform a typically dreary subject and
teach budding political scientists the critical skills they
need to read published research more effectively and
produce better research of their own. The first part of the
book is devoted to asking three fundamental questions in
political science: What happened? Why? Who cares? In
the second section, Howard demonstrates how to
answer these questions by choosing an appropriate
research design, selecting cases, and working with
numbers and written documents as evidence. Drawing
on examples from American and comparative politics,
international relations, and public policy, Thinking Like a
Political Scientist highlights the most common challenges
that political scientists routinely face, and each chapter
concludes with exercises so that students can practice
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dealing with those challenges.
The Craft of Political Research is a non-technical
introduction to research design and analysis in political
science, emphasizing the choices we make when we
design a research project and analyze its results. The
book’s approach centers on asking an interesting
research question, and then designing inquiry into the
question so as to eliminate as many alternative
explanations as possible. How do we develop theory,
and what constitutes a good research question? How do
we develop measures and gather evidence to answer a
question? How do we analyze our findings? Students will
be introduced to such topics as multidimensional
concepts, levels of measurement, validity, reliability,
random and non-random measurement error, sampling,
case selection, causality, experimental and quasiexperimental design, statistical inference, and regression
and correlation analysis. Throughout, the emphasis is on
understanding the "back story" of analysis — why do we
measure in a particular way, why do we choose one
design as against another, why do we conduct our
analysis as we do. Emphasizing the internal logic of
research methods and the collaborative nature of the
research process, the greatest strength of the book is its
clarity and the large range of political science examples it
provides. It works at a conceptual level, seeking an
understanding of the principles that underlie techniques
and the reasons that we choose them. New to this
edition: Updated and international examples from the
US, UK, Latin America and China amongst others, and
international organizations such as the World Bank and
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the United Nations. New section, "Reading Political
Science" reviews sources of published political research,
with some broad principles for how to find good sources,
and advises students on what to look for in reading a
research report New section, "Gathering Accurate
Information" reviews published sources of data, such as
UNESCO, and offers advice about how to use such
sources. It advises students on how to gather data in
personal interviews and it acquaints them with publicly
available data sets for secondary analysis. Online
material featuring revised learning objectives for each
chapter, and a new section offering projects and
questions for each chapter.
The Art and Craft of Policy Analysis is a classic work of
the Public Policy discipline. Wildavsky’s emphasis on
the values involved in public policies, as well as the need
to build political understandings about the nature of
policy, are as important for 21st century policymaking as
they were in 1979. B. Guy Peters’ critical introduction
provides the reader with context for the book, its main
themes and contemporary relevance, and offers a guide
to understanding a complex but crucial text.
Throughout the 21st century, various craft practices have
drawn the attention of academics and the general public
in the West. In Craft is Political, D Wood has gathered a
collection of essays to argue that this attention is a direct
response to and critique of the particular economic,
social and technological contexts in which we live. Just
as Ruskin and Morris viewed craft and its ethos in the
1800s as a kind of political opposition to the Industrial
Revolution, Wood and her authors contend that current
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craft activities are politically saturated when perspectives
from the Global South, Indigenous ideology and even
Western government policy are examined. Craft is
Political argues that a holistic perspective on craft, in
light of colonialism, post-colonialism, critical race theory
and globalisation, is overdue. A great diversity of case
studies is included, from craft and design in Turkey and
craft markets in New Zealand to Indigenous practitioners
in Taiwan and Finnish craft education. Craft is Political
brings together authors from a variety of disciplines and
nations to consider politicised craft.
The final volume of a trilogy (begun with The Contours of
Justice and The Tenor of Justice) based on a largescale, complex study of nine criminal courts. Explains
how criminal court policies reflect tensions or harmony
among judges on the bench, and identifies and illustrates
patterns of dominance and conflict within courthouse
communities.
Power and Choice, Thirteenth Edition is a comparative,
conceptual introduction to political science which
involves students in the dramatic and interesting variety
of politics around the world; students clearly are the
audience of this text. The theme of “power and choice,”
based on a definition of politics as the making of
collective choices for a group or state through the use of
power, runs through much of the text. The text is
organized topically, rather than by county-by-country,
and provides in-depth examples at the conclusion of
most chapters.
Who decides which stories about a city are
remembered? How do interpretations of the past shape a
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city’s present and future? Using local, national and
international perspectives on the meanings and uses of
heritage cities, The Politics of Memory: Urban Cultural
Heritage in Brazil explores how a site can turn into a
mummification of the past, lifelessly displaying long-gone
splendour, or a living, breathing treasure offering
dynamic cultural and educational opportunities. This
book presents multiple and competing views, needs and
desires amongst the different people who use a city,
alongside notions of power, national identity, race and
class in heritage settings. Discussing the case of
UNESCO World Heritage town Ouro Preto in Brazil,
Andreza Aruska de Souza Santos asks how and why
democratic participation in heritage fails or succeeds,
and how preserved historic cities interpret, resist, and
consent to the functions and meanings that they have
inherited and that they reinvent for themselves.
With object study at the core, this book brings together a
collection of essays that address the past and present of
craft production, its use and meaning within a range of
community settings from the Huron Wendat of colonial
Quebec to the Girls’ Friendly Society of twentiethcentury England. The making of handcrafted objects has
and continues to flourish despite the powerful juggernaut
of global industrialization. By attending to the political
histories of craft objects and their makers, over the last
few centuries, these essays reveal the creative
persistence of various hand mediums and the material
debates they represented.
In the first collection of interviews with the most
prominent scholars in comparative politics since World
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War II, Gerardo L. Munck and Richard Snyder trace key
developments in the field during the twentieth century.
Organized around a broad set of themes -- intellectual
formation and training; major works and ideas; the craft
and tools of research; colleagues, collaborators, and
students; and the past and future of comparative politics
-- these in-depth interviews offer unique and candid
reflections that bring the research process to life and
shed light on the human dimension of scholarship.
Giving voice to scholars who practice their craft in
different ways yet share a passion for knowledge about
global politics, Passion, Craft, and Method in
Comparative Politics offers a wealth of insights into
contemporary debates about the state of knowledge in
comparative politics and the future of the field. -Margaret Keck, Johns Hopkins University
In the first collection of interviews with the most
prominent scholars in comparative politics since World
War II, Gerardo L. Munck and Richard Snyder trace key
developments in the field during the twentieth century.
Organized around a broad set of themes—intellectual
formation and training; major works and ideas; the craft
and tools of research; colleagues, collaborators, and
students; and the past and future of comparative
politics—these in-depth interviews offer unique and
candid reflections that bring the research process to life
and shed light on the human dimension of scholarship.
Giving voice to scholars who practice their craft in
different ways yet share a passion for knowledge about
global politics, Passion, Craft, and Method in
Comparative Politics offers a wealth of insights into
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contemporary debates about the state of knowledge in
comparative politics and the future of the field.
'Bargaining and puzzling; power and thought; dealing
and agonising; compromise and commitment. These are
two sides of political practitioners whether politician,
public servant or campaigner. Understand the interplay
and we can, just sometimes, make sense of the real
world we seek to interpret.' Patrick Weller's observation
comes from half a century of contemplating politics in
action. The question of how government works lies at the
heart of political science, and it has also been the career
focus of this pioneer in the field. The Craft of Governing
offers a tribute to the contribution of Patrick Weller to
Australian political science, with chapters from leading
political commentators including Michelle Grattan, Peter
Shergold, Bob Jackson and James Walter. Contributors
consider the role of the prime minister, approaches to
studying executive government, the continuing
significance of senior public servants and the nature of
leadership in public bureaucracies. They also reflect on
how insights from the study of domestic public policy can
be applied to international organisations, challenges
faced by Westminster democracies and approaches to
political biography. The Craft of Governing is an
invaluable resource for readers interested in approaches
to studying politics and the development of political
science as a discipline.
A comprehensive guide to and analysis of modern
political campaign communication.
The go-to source on campaign management for nearly
two decades is now updated to cover the latest in
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contemporary campaign expertise from general strategy
to voter contact to the future of political campaigns. •
Updates readers on rapidly evolving campaign strategy
and tactics • Offers the ideal balance between practical
perspectives and scholarly literature • Includes fresh
information on political polarization, strategic
technologies, and online tools, along with coverage of
the debate between advocates of ballot access and voter
integrity • Examines non-candidate players such as
Super PACs and educational non-profits
International Relations scholars have traditionally
expressed little direct interest in addressing time and
temporality. Yet, assumptions about temporality are at
the core of many theories of world politics and time is a
crucial component of the human condition and our social
reality. Today, a small but emerging strand of literature
has emerged to meet questions concerning time and
temporality and its relationship to International Relations
head on. This volume provides a platform to continue
this work. The chapters in this book address subjects
such as identity, terrorism, war, gender relations, global
ethics and governance in order to demonstrate how
focusing on the temporal aspects of such phenomena
can enhance our understanding of the world.
Contributors: Andrew Hom, Christopher McIntosh, Liam
Stockdale, Alasdair McKay, Shahzad Bashir, Kevin K.
Birth, Valerie Bryson, Kathryn Marie Fisher, Robert
Hassan, Caroline Holmqvist, Kimberly Hutchings, Tim
Luecke, Tom Lundborg, Tim Stevens and Ty Solomon.
The Craft of Political ResearchRoutledge
This textbook introduces the scientific study of politics,
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supplying students with the basic tools to be critical
consumers and producers of scholarly research.
Contemporary craft, art and design are inseparable from
the flows of production and consumption under global
capitalism. The New Politics of the Handmade features
twenty-three voices who critically rethink the handmade
in this dramatically shifting economy. The authors
examine craft within the conditions of extreme material
and economic disparity; a renewed focus on labour and
materiality in contemporary art and museums; the
political dimensions of craftivism, neoliberalism, and
state power; efforts toward urban renewal and
sustainability; the use of digital technologies; and craft's
connections to race, cultural identity and sovereignty in
texts that criss-cross five continents. They claim
contemporary craft as a dynamic critical position for
understanding the most immediate political and aesthetic
issues of our time.
Until the recent unauthorized release of thousands of
classified State Department cables, public attention was
rarely drawn to the frequently outstanding political
analysis done by American diplomats abroad. The
existing literature on diplomacy has heretofore been
limited to memoirs of former diplomats and analyses of
international affairs by diplomats, academics, and think
tanks. The Craft of Political Analysis offers a fresh
approach, one that provides a context for interpreting this
embassy reporting and a guide to understanding the
work that went on behind the scenes to produce it.
Author Raymond F. Smith combines a practitioner's
personal view of what is required to do good diplomatic
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political analysis with his understanding of the social
conflict and change that informed his work for the State
Department. Smith clearly explains everything the
Foreign Service candidate or professional, as well as the
interested layman, needs to know about crafting political
analysis, including how to write for the analyst's intended
audience, how to make best use of the intellectual and
analytical tools of the trade, what happens when the
analyst's views differ from government policy, and why
political analysis risks becoming irrelevant, even though
it is still urgently needed. In addition, The Craft of
Political Analysis for Diplomats features two case studies
using legally declassified cables not included in the
Wikileaks release. The first is built around four highly
restricted Embassy Moscow cables on the collapse of
the Soviet Union; the second includes two cables on the
Arab-Israeli conflict that received the State Department's
highest award for political analysis. Selected for the
Diplomats and Diplomacy Series of the Association for
Diplomatic Studies and Training (ADST) and DACOR, an
organization of foreign affairs professionals.
Is it possible to compare French presidential politics with
village leadership in rural India? Most social scientists
are united in thinking such unlikely juxtapositions are not
feasible. Boswell, Corbett and Rhodes argue that they
are possible. This book explains why and how. It is a call
to arms for interpretivists to embrace creatively
comparative work. As well as explaining, defending and
illustrating the comparative interpretive approach, this
book is also an engaging, hands-on guide to doing
comparative interpretive research, with chapters
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covering design, fieldwork, analysis and writing. The
advice in each revolves around 'rules of thumb',
grounded in experience, and illustrated through stories
and examples from the authors' research in different
contexts around the world. Naturalist and humanist
traditions have thus far dominated the field but this book
presents a real alternative to these two orthodoxies
which expands the horizons of comparative analysis in
social science research.
This is a practical guide to the historical study of international
politics. The focus is on the nuts and bolts of historical
research--that is, on how to use original sources, analyze and
interpret historical works, and actually write a work of history.
Two appendixes provide sources sure to be indispensable for
anyone doing research in this area. The book does not simply
lay down precepts. It presents examples drawn from the
author's more than forty years' experience as a working
historian. One important chapter, dealing with America's road
to war in 1941, shows in unprecedented detail how an
interpretation of a major historical issue can be developed.
The aim throughout is to throw open the doors of the
workshop so that young scholars, both historians and political
scientists, can see the sort of thought processes the historian
goes through before he or she puts anything on paper. Filled
with valuable examples, this is a book anyone serious about
conducting historical research will want to have on the
bookshelf.
The third edition of Research Methods for Political Science
retains its effective approach to helping students learn what
to research, why to research and how to research. The text
integrates both quantitative and qualitative approaches to
research in one volume and covers such important topics as
research design, specifying research problems, designing
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questionnaires and writing questions, designing and carrying
out qualitative research and analyzing both quantitative and
qualitative research data. Heavily illustrated, classroom
tested, exceptionally readable and engaging, the text
presents statistical methods in a conversational tone to help
students surmount "math phobia." Updates to this new edition
include: Research topics chapters have been upgraded and
expanded. Two mixed methods design chapters have been
added. A new chapter on hermeneutic analysis designs and
research with large data sets. The chapter on multivariate
statistics has been expanded, with an expanded discussion
on logistic regression. Tools on how to prepare and present
research findings are now featured in the appendix, allowing
instructors more flexibility when teaching their courses.
Research Methods for Political Science will give students the
confidence and knowledge they need to understand the
methods and basics skills for data collection, presentation
and analysis.
A range of perspectives on the complex political,
philosophical, and pragmatic implications of opening research
and scholarship through digital technologies. The Open
Access Movement proposes to remove price and permission
barriers for accessing peer-reviewed research work--to use
the power of the internet to duplicate material at an
infinitesimal cost-per-copy. In this volume, contributors show
that open access does not exist in a technological vacuum;
there are complex political, philosophical, and pragmatic
implications for opening research through digital technologies.
The contributors examine open access across spans of
colonial legacies, knowledge frameworks, publics and politics,
archives and digital preservation, infrastructures and
platforms, and global communities.
This book explores the new ways in which biology is
becoming technology. The revolutionary iPS cell technology
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has made it possible to turn human skin and blood cells into
pluripotent stem cells, thus providing an unprecedented
opportunity to study the pathophysiology of diseases,
understand human developmental biology, and generate new
therapies. Drawing from a rich ethnographic study, Meskus
traces the making of the iPS cell technology through the
perspectives of clinical translation, laboratory
experimentation, and tissue donation by voluntary patients.
Discussing non-human agency, the embodied and affective
basis of knowledge production, and the material politics of
science, the book develops the idea of an instrumentalitycare continuum as a fundamental dynamic of biomedical
craft. This continuum, Meskus argues, opens up a novel
perspective to the commercialization and industrial-scale
appropriation of human biology, and thereby to the future of
ethical biomedical research.
With its often vague legal concepts and institutions that
operate according to unfamiliar procedures, judicial decisionmaking is, in many respects, a highly enigmatic process. New
Directions in Judicial Politics seeks to demystify the courts,
offering readers the insights of empirical research to address
questions that are of genuine interest to students. In addition
to presenting a set of conclusions about the way in which
courts operate, this book also models the craft of political
research, illustrating how one can account for a variety of
factors that might affect the courts and how they operate. The
renowned scholars and teachers in this volume invite critical
thinking, not only about the substance of law and courts in
America, but also about the ways in which we study judicial
politics.
ALERT: Before you purchase, check with your instructor or
review your course syllabus to ensure that you select the
correct ISBN. Several versions of Pearson's MyLab &
Mastering products exist for each title, including customized
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versions for individual schools, and registrations are not
transferable. In addition, you may need a CourseID, provided
by your instructor, to register for and use Pearson's MyLab &
Mastering products. Packages Access codes for Pearson's
MyLab & Mastering products may not be included when
purchasing or renting from companies other than Pearson;
check with the seller before completing your purchase. Used
or rental books If you rent or purchase a used book with an
access code, the access code may have been redeemed
previously and you may have to purchase a new access
code. Access codes Access codes that are purchased from
sellers other than Pearson carry a higher risk of being either
the wrong ISBN or a previously redeemed code. Check with
the seller prior to purchase. -- This 12 month access code
card gives you access to all of MySearchLab's tools and
resources, including a complete eText of your book! This
access code card is only available packaged with a new
textbook and at no additional cost. You can also buy
immediate access to MySearchLab with Pearson eText online
with a credit card at www.mysearchlab.com. Updated in its
9th edition, The Craft of Political Research immerses readers
not only in how political scientists work but also in how ideas
produce research questions and guide the selection of
research methods. Emphasizing the internal logic of research
methods and the collaborative nature of the research
process, this slender text explores the design behind
interesting questions, problems in measurement and analysis,
and key statistical methods. The Craft of Political Research's
elegant explanations inspire a big picture understanding of
how political scientists explain political reality and encourage
students to create their own inventive, original, and bold
research work.
Based on in-depth ethnographic research, Norms and
Illegality: Intimate Ethnographies and Political Control
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explores the entanglements and contradictions of legal and
illegal practices across multiple cultures.
An engaging, practical introduction to research methods,
guiding students through the challenges of developing a
project, with abundant examples, activities and digital
resources.

Writing in Political Science: A Brief Guide applies the
key concepts of rhetoric and composition--audience,
purpose, genre, and credibility--to examples based
in political science. It is part of a series of brief,
discipline-specific writing guides from Oxford
University Press designed for today's writingintensive college courses. The series is edited by
Tom Deans (University of Connecticut) and Mya Poe
(Northeastern University).
The authors are proud sponsors of the 2020 SAGE
Keith Roberts Teaching Innovations Award—enabling
graduate students and early career faculty to attend
the annual ASA pre-conference teaching and
learning workshop. Essentials of Social Statistics for
a Diverse Society, Third Edition, is a more
streamlined, less expensive version of the
successful Social Statistics for a Diverse Society. As
in the parent text, the Essentials version does more
than introduce students to the statistical techniques
used by social scientists. It is distinct for the use of
real data from contemporary social issues,
illustrating the interplay between social concerns and
methods of inquiry, and for a strong emphasis on
race, class, gender, and
other statuses to show how
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statistics can be a tool for understanding the
richness of social differences within society. With a
wide range of examples and exercises taken from
current events and published research, frequent
illustrations, and a focus on student learning, this
book continues to be an accessible and engaging
resource for students. "I think this textbook is
incredibly readable. It presents statistics in a manner
that is easy to grasp and comprehend but is still
rigorous in terms of the content covered." —Amy
Lucas, University of Houston–Clear Lake A
Complete Teaching & Learning Package SAGE
edge FREE online resources for students that make
learning easier. See how your students benefit.
Never HIGHLIGHT a Book Again! Includes all
testable terms, concepts, persons, places, and
events. Cram101 Just the FACTS101 studyguides
gives all of the outlines, highlights, and quizzes for
your textbook with optional online comprehensive
practice tests. Only Cram101 is Textbook Specific.
Accompanies: 9780205791200. This item is printed
on demand.
In the social sciences today, students are taught
theory by reading and analyzing the works of Karl
Marx, Max Weber, and other foundational figures of
the discipline. What they rarely learn, however, is
how to actually theorize. The Art of Social Theory is
a practical guide to doing just that. In this one-of-akind user's manual for social theorists, Richard
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Swedberg explains how theorizing occurs in what he
calls the context of discovery, a process in which the
researcher gathers preliminary data and thinks
creatively about it using tools such as metaphor,
analogy, and typology. He guides readers through
each step of the theorist’s art, from observation and
naming to concept formation and explanation. To
theorize well, you also need a sound knowledge of
existing social theory. Swedberg introduces readers
to the most important theories and concepts, and
discusses how to go about mastering them. If you
can think, you can also learn to theorize. This book
shows you how. Concise and accessible, The Art of
Social Theory features helpful examples throughout,
and also provides practical exercises that enable
readers to learn through doing.
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