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The Conquest Of Nature Water Landscape And The
Making Of Modern Germany
This history offers a powerful and original account of Germany from the eve of
the French Revolution to the end of World War One. Written by a leading
German historian who has transformed the historiography of modern Germany
over the past two decades. Covers the whole of the long nineteenth century and
emphasizes continuities through this period. Brings together political, social and
cultural history. Combines a comprehensive account with a feel for the human
dimension and the history of everyday life. Accessible to non-specialists, thoughtprovoking and entertaining. The updated second edition includes a revised
bibliography.
The author of The Professor and the Madman and The Perfectionists explores
the notion of property—our proprietary relationship with the land—through human
history, how it has shaped us and what it will mean for our future. Land—whether
meadow or mountainside, desert or peat bog, parkland or pasture, suburb or
city—is central to our existence. It quite literally underlies and underpins
everything. Employing the keen intellect, insatiable curiosity, and narrative verve
that are the foundations of his previous bestselling works, Simon Winchester
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examines what we human beings are doing—and have done—with the billions of
acres that together make up the solid surface of our planet. Land: How the
Hunger for Ownership Shaped the Modern World examines in depth how we
acquire land, how we steward it, how and why we fight over it, and finally, how
we can, and on occasion do, come to share it. Ultimately, Winchester confronts
the essential question: who actually owns the world’s land—and why does it
matter?
Since the 1950s, the housing developments in the West that historian Lincoln
Bramwell calls wilderburbs have offered residents both the pleasures of living
in nature and the creature comforts of the suburbs. Remote from cities but still
within commuting distance, nestled next to lakes and rivers or in forests and
deserts, and often featuring spectacular views of public lands, wilderburbs
celebrate the natural beauty of the American West and pose a vital threat to it.
Wilderburbs tells the story of how roads and houses and water development
have transformed the rural landscape in the West. Bramwell introduces readers
to developers, homeowners, and government regulators, all of whom have faced
unexpected environmental problems in designing and building wilderburb
communities, including unpredictable water supplies, threats from wildfires, and
encounters with wildlife. By looking at wilderburbs in the West, especially those in
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Utah, Colorado, and New Mexico, Bramwell uncovers the profound
environmental consequences of Americans desire to live in the wilderness.
An examination of the central role of water politics and engineering in Spain's
modernization, illustrating water's part in forging, maintaining, and transforming
social power. In this book, Erik Swyngedouw explores how water becomes part
of the tumultuous processes of modernization and development. Using the
experience of Spain as a lens to view the interplay of modernity and
environmental transformation, Swyngedouw shows that every political project is
also an environmental project. In 1898, Spain lost its last overseas colony,
triggering a period of post-imperialist turmoil still referred to as El Disastre.
Turning inward, the nation embarked on “regeneration” and modernization.
Water played a central role in this; during a turbulent period from the twentieth
century into the twenty-first—through the Franco years and into the new era of
liberal democracy—Spain's waterscapes were completely transformed, with largescale projects that ranged from dam construction to irrigation to desalinization.
Swyngedouw describes the contested political-ecological process that marked
this transformation, showing that the Spain's diverse and contested paths to
modernization were predicated on particular trajectories of environmental
transformation. After laying out his theoretical perspectives, Swyngedouw
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analyzes three periods of Spain's political-ecological modernization: the
aspirations and stalled modernization of the early twentieth century; the
accelerated efforts under the authoritarian Franco regime—which included six
hundred dams, expanded hydroelectricity, and massive irrigation; and the
changing hydro-social landscape under social democracy. Offering an innovative
perspective on the relationship of nature and society, Liquid Power illuminates
the political nature of nature.
A long environmental history of the Aral Sea region, focusing on colonization and
development in Russian and Soviet Central Asia.
In the nineteenth century, the Qing empire experienced a period of profound
turmoil caused by an unprecedented conjunction of natural disasters, domestic
rebellions, and foreign incursions. The imperial government responded to these
calamities by introducing an array of new policies and institutions to bolster its
power across its massive territories. In the process, Qing officials launched
campaigns for natural resource development, seeking to take advantage of the
unexploited lands, waters, and minerals of the empire’s vast hinterlands and
borderlands. In this book, Peter B. Lavelle uses the life and career of Chinese
statesman Zuo Zongtang (1812–1885) as a lens to explore the environmental
history of this era. Although known for his pacification campaigns against rebel
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movements, Zuo was at the forefront of the nineteenth-century quest for natural
resources. Influenced by his knowledge of nature, geography, and technology, he
created government bureaus and oversaw state-funded projects to improve
agriculture, sericulture, and other industries in territories across the empire. His
work forged new patterns of colonial development in the Qing empire’s
northwest borderlands, including Xinjiang, at a time when other empires were
scrambling to secure access to resources around the globe. Weaving a narrative
across the span of Zuo’s lifetime, The Profits of Nature offers a unique approach
to understanding the dynamic relationship among social crises, colonialism, and
the natural world during a critical juncture in Chinese history, between the high
tide of imperial power in the eighteenth century and the challenges of modern
state-building in the twentieth century.
In what is widely considered the most influential book ever written by Walter
Lippmann, the late journalist and social critic provides a fundamental treatise on
the nature of human information and communication. The work is divided into
eight parts, covering such varied issues as stereotypes, image making, and
organized intelligence. The study begins with an analysis of "the world outside
and the pictures in our heads", a leitmotif that starts with issues of censorship
and privacy, speed, words, and clarity, and ends with a careful survey of the
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modern newspaper. Lippmann's conclusions are as meaningful in a world of
television and computers as in the earlier period when newspapers were
dominant. Public Opinion is of enduring significance for communications
scholars, historians, sociologists, and political scientists. Copyright © Libri GmbH.
All rights reserved.
A vivid, searching journey into California's capture of water and soil--the epic
story of a people's defiance of nature and the wonders, and ruin, it has wrought
Mark Arax is from a family of Central Valley farmers, a writer with deep ties to the
land who has watched the battles over water intensify even as California lurches
from drought to flood and back again. In The Dreamt Land, he travels the state to
explore the one-of-a-kind distribution system, built in the 1940s, '50s and '60s,
that is straining to keep up with California's relentless growth. The Dreamt Land
weaves reportage, history and memoir to confront the "Golden State" myth in
riveting fashion. No other chronicler of the West has so deeply delved into the
empires of agriculture that drink so much of the water. The nation's biggest
farmers--the nut king, grape king and citrus queen--tell their story here for the first
time. Arax, the native son, is persistent and tough as he treks from desert to
delta, mountain to valley. What he finds is hard earned, awe-inspiring, tragic and
revelatory. In the end, his compassion for the land becomes an elegy to the
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dream that created California and now threatens to undo it.
"Brilliantly conceived....[A] tour de force in historical writing."—Ian Kershaw Majestic and lyrically
written, The Conquest of Nature traces the rise of Germany through the development of water
and landscape. David Blackbourn begins his morality tale in the mid-1700s, with the epic story
of Frederick the Great, who attempted—by importing the great scientific minds of the West and
by harnessing the power of his army—to transform the uninhabitable marshlands of his
scattered kingdom into a modern state. Chronicling the great engineering projects that
reshaped the mighty Rhine, the emergence of an ambitious German navy, and the
development of hydroelectric power to fuel Germany's convulsive industrial growth before
World War I, Blackbourn goes on to show how Nazi racial policies rested on German ideas of
mastery of the natural world. Filled with striking reproductions of paintings, maps, and
photographs, this grand work of modern history links culture, politics, and the environment in
an exploration of the perils faced by nations that attempt to conquer nature.
While John McPhee was working on his previous book, Rising from the Plains, he happened to
walk by the engineering building at the University of Wyoming, where words etched in
limestone said: "Strive on--the control of Nature is won, not given." In the morning sunlight, that
central phrase--"the control of nature"--seemed to sparkle with unintended ambiguity. Bilateral,
symmetrical, it could with equal speed travel in opposite directions. For some years, he had
been planning a book about places in the world where people have been engaged in all-out
battles with nature, about (in the words of the book itself) "any struggle against natural
forces--heroic or venal, rash or well advised--when human beings conscript themselves to fight
against the earth, to take what is not given, to rout the destroying enemy, to surround the base
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of Mt. Olympus demanding and expecting the surrender of the gods." His interest had first
been sparked when he went into the Atchafalaya--the largest river swamp in North
America--and had learned that virtually all of its waters were metered and rationed by a U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers' project called Old River Control. In the natural cycles of the
Mississippi's deltaic plain, the time had come for the Mississippi to change course, to shift its
mouth more than a hundred miles and go down the Atchafalaya, one of its distributary
branches. The United States could not afford that--for New Orleans, Baton Rouge, and all the
industries that lie between would be cut off from river commerce with the rest of the nation. At
a place called Old River, the Corps therefore had built a great fortress--part dam, part valve--to
restrain the flow of the Atchafalaya and compel the Mississippi to stay where it is. In Iceland, in
1973, an island split open without warning and huge volumes of lava began moving in the
direction of a harbor scarcely half a mile away. It was not only Iceland's premier fishing port
(accounting for a large percentage of Iceland's export economy) but it was also the only harbor
along the nation's southern coast. As the lava threatened to fill the harbor and wipe it out, a
physicist named Thorbjorn Sigurgeirsson suggested a way to fight against the flowing red
rock--initiating an all-out endeavor unique in human history. On the big island of Hawaii, one of
the world's two must eruptive hot spots, people are not unmindful of the Icelandic example.
McPhee went to Hawaii to talk with them and to walk beside the edges of a molten lake and
incandescent rivers. Some of the more expensive real estate in Los Angeles is up against
mountains that are rising and disintegrating as rapidly as any in the world. After a complex
coincidence of natural events, boulders will flow out of these mountains like fish eggs, mixed
with mud, sand, and smaller rocks in a cascading mass known as debris flow. Plucking up
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trees and cars, bursting through doors and windows, filling up houses to their eaves, debris
flows threaten the lives of people living in and near Los Angeles' famous canyons. At
extraordinary expense the city has built a hundred and fifty stadium-like basins in a daring
effort to catch the debris. Taking us deep into these contested territories, McPhee details the
strategies and tactics through which people attempt to control nature. Most striking in his vivid
depiction of the main contestants: nature in complex and awesome guises, and those who
would attempt to wrest control from her--stubborn, often ingenious, and always arresting
characters.
A brilliant inquiry into the origins of human nature from the author of Rationality, The Better
Angels of Our Nature, and Enlightenment Now. "Sweeping, erudite, sharply argued, and fun to
read..also highly persuasive." --Time Updated with a new afterword One of the world's leading
experts on language and the mind explores the idea of human nature and its moral, emotional,
and political colorings. With characteristic wit, lucidity, and insight, Pinker argues that the
dogma that the mind has no innate traits-a doctrine held by many intellectuals during the past
century-denies our common humanity and our individual preferences, replaces objective
analyses of social problems with feel-good slogans, and distorts our understanding of politics,
violence, parenting, and the arts. Injecting calm and rationality into debates that are notorious
for ax-grinding and mud-slinging, Pinker shows the importance of an honest acknowledgment
of human nature based on science and common sense.
Taming the Great South Land is the first full-length landscape history of an entire continent
occupied by one nation. It is also, in William Lines's telling, a brutal and controversial story.
Examining the ways European society rapidly, radically transformed Australia's physical and
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human landscapes, the author writes candidly of repeated environmental devastation--from the
early slaughter of seals and whales to the destructive spread of sheep, through gold rushes
and land settlement to British nuclear tests and the modern mining and timber industries. Lines
shows how Enlightenment ideas of progress, economic growth, and development were
reconstructed on Australian soil, and how the promise of the conquest of nature became a
mockery in fact, resulting in the mass dislocation and destruction of indigenous populations.
This shocking narrative, thoroughly researched and accessibly written, combines
environmental, social, and political history to hard-hitting effect. Taming the Great South Land
is the first full-length landscape history of an entire continent occupied by one nation. It is also,
in William Lines's telling, a brutal and controversial story. Examining the ways European
society rapidly, radically transformed Australia's physical and human landscapes, the author
writes candidly of repeated environmental devastation--from the early slaughter of seals and
whales to the destructive spread of sheep, through gold rushes and land settlement to British
nuclear tests and the modern mining and timber industries. Lines shows how Enlightenment
ideas of progress, economic growth, and development were reconstructed on Australian soil,
and how the promise of the conquest of nature became a mockery in fact, resulting in the mass
dislocation and destruction of indigenous populations. This shocking narrative, thoroughly
researched and accessibly written, combines environmental, social, and political history to hardhitting effect.
Bruce Lee’s daughter illuminates her father’s most powerful life philosophies—demonstrating
how martial arts are a perfect metaphor for personal growth, and how we can practice those
teachings every day. "Empty your mind; be formless, shapeless like water." Bruce Lee is a
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cultural icon, renowned the world over for his martial arts and film legacy. But Lee was also a
deeply philosophical thinker, learning at an early age that martial arts are more than just an
exercise in physical discipline—they are an apt metaphor for living a fully realized life. Now, in
Be Water, My Friend, Lee’s daughter Shannon shares the concepts at the core of his
philosophies, showing how they can serve as tools of personal growth and self-actualization.
Each chapter brings a lesson from Bruce Lee’s teachings, expanding on the foundation of his
iconic “be water” philosophy. Over the course of the book, we discover how being like water
allows us to embody fluidity and naturalness in life, bringing us closer to our essential flowing
nature and our ability to be powerful, self-expressed, and free. Through previously untold
stories from her father’s life and from her own journey in embodying these lessons, Shannon
presents these philosophies in tangible, accessible ways. With Bruce Lee’s words as a guide,
she encourages readers to pursue their essential selves and apply these ideas and practices
to their everyday lives—whether in learning new things, overcoming obstacles, or ultimately
finding their true path. Be Water, My Friend is an inspirational invitation to us all, a gentle call
to action to consider our lives with new eyes. It is also a testament to how one man's
exploration and determination transcended time and place to ignite our imaginations—and to
inspire many around the world to transform their lives.
This extraordinary, poetic portrait of two peregrine falcons is one of the most beloved works of
nature writing ever published. From fall to spring, J.A. Baker set out to track the daily comings
and goings of a pair of peregrine falcons across the flat fen lands of eastern England. He
followed the birds obsessively, observing them in the air and on the ground, in pursuit of their
prey, making a kill, eating, and at rest, activities he describes with an extraordinary fusion of
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precision and poetry. And as he continued his mysterious private quest, his sense of human
self slowly dissolved, to be replaced with the alien and implacable consciousness of a hawk. It
is this extraordinary metamorphosis, magical and terrifying, that these beautifully written pages
record.
When a meteorite lands in Surrey, the locals don't know what to make of it. But as Martians
emerge and begin killing bystanders, it quickly becomes clear—England is under attack. Armed
soldiers converge on the scene to ward off the invaders, but meanwhile, more Martian
cylinders land on Earth, bringing reinforcements. As war breaks out across England, the locals
must fight for their lives, but life on Earth will never be the same. This is an unabridged version
of one of the first fictional accounts of extraterrestrial invasion. H. G. Wells's military science
fiction novel was first published in book form in 1898, and is considered a classic of English
literature.
Written by a Russian prince who renounced his title, this work promotes an anarchist market
economy — a system of autonomous cooperative collectives. A century after its initial
publication, it remains fresh and relevant.

“A lovely, fascinating book, which brings science to life.” —Alan Lightman Combining
science, history, and adventure, Tom Shachtman “holds the reader’s attention with the
skill of a novelist” as he chronicles the story of humans’ four-centuries-long quest to
master the secrets of cold (Scientific American). “A disarming portrait of an exquisite,
ferocious, world-ending extreme,” Absolute Zero and the Conquest of Cold
demonstrates how temperature science produced astonishing scientific insights and
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applications that have revolutionized civilization (Kirkus Reviews). It also illustrates how
scientific advancement, fueled by fortuitous discoveries and the efforts of determined
individuals, has allowed people to adapt to—and change—the environments in which they
live and work, shaping man’s very understanding of, and relationship, with the world.
This “truly wonderful book” was adapted into an acclaimed documentary underwritten
by the National Science Foundation and the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, directed by
British Emmy Award winner David Dugan, and aired on the BBC and PBS’s Nova in
2008 (Library Journal). “An absorbing account to chill out with.” —Booklist
Yaron Ayalon explores the Ottoman Empire's history of natural disasters and its
responses on a state, communal, and individual level.
Taking as a case study the sixteenth-century history of a region of highland central
Mexico, this book is about the biological conquest of the New World.
"Masterful . . . [A] painstakingly researched, astonishingly erudite study…Tooze has
added his name to the roll call of top-class scholars of Nazism." —Financial Times An
extraordinary mythology has grown up around the Third Reich that hovers over political
and moral debate even today. Adam Tooze's controversial book challenges the
conventional economic interpretations of that period to explore how Hitler's surprisingly
prescient vision--ultimately hindered by Germany's limited resources and his own racial
ideology--was to create a German super-state to dominate Europe and compete with
what he saw as America's overwhelming power in a soon-to- be globalized world. The
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Wages of Destruction is a chilling work of originality and tremendous scholarship that
set off debate in Germany and will fundamentally change the way in which history views
the Second World War.
Spanning millennia and continents, here is a stunningly revealing history of how the
distribution of water has shaped human civilization. Boccaletti, of The Nature
Conservancy, “tackles the most important story of our time: our relationship with water
in a world of looming scarcity” (Kelly McEvers, NPR Host). Writing with authority and
brio, Giulio Boccaletti—honorary research associate at the Smith School of Enterprise
and the Environment, University of Oxford—shrewdly combines environmental and
social history, beginning with the earliest civilizations of sedentary farmers on the banks
of the Nile, the Tigris, and the Euphrates Rivers. Even as he describes how these
societies were made possible by sea-level changes from the last glacial melt, he
incisively examines how this type of farming led to irrigation and multiple cropping,
which, in turn, led to a population explosion and labor specialization. We see with clarity
how irrigation’s structure informed social structure (inventions such as the calendar
sprung from agricultural necessity); how in ancient Greece, the communal ownership of
wells laid the groundwork for democracy; how the Greek and Roman experiences with
water security resulted in systems of taxation; and how the modern world as we know it
began with a legal framework for the development of water infrastructure. Extraordinary
for its monumental scope and piercing insightfulness, Water: A Biography richly
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enlarges our understanding of our relationship to—and fundamental reliance on—the
most elemental substance on earth.
"David Blackbourn tells the story of how the German people transformed their
landscape over 250 years from a waterlogged swampland into one of the most powerful
countries in the Western world. His account, in which he shows how Germans set out to
"conquer" that most fundamental natural element, water, brings together politics,
culture, economics, and ecology in a daring work of total history."--BOOK JACKET.
Winner of the 2012 George Perkins Marsh Prize for Best Book in Environmental History
In the twentieth century, the Mekong Delta has emerged as one of Vietnams most
important economic regions. Its swamps, marshes, creeks, and canals have played a
major role in Vietnams turbulent past, from the struggles of colonialism to the Cold
War and the present day. Quagmire considers these struggles, their antecedents, and
their legacies through the lens of environmental history. Beginning with the French
conquest in the 1860s, colonial reclamation schemes and pacification efforts centered
on the development of a dense network of new canals to open land for agriculture.
These projects helped precipitate economic and environmental crises in the 1930s, and
subsequent struggles after 1945 led to the balkanization of the delta into a patchwork of
regions controlled by the Viet Minh, paramilitary religious sects, and the struggling
Franco-Vietnamese government. After 1954, new settlements were built with American
funds and equipment in a crash program intended to solve continuing economic and
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environmental problems. Finally, the American military collapse in Vietnam is revealed
as not simply a failure of policy makers but also a failure to understand the historical,
political, and environmental complexity of the spaces American troops attempted to
occupy and control. By exploring the delta as a quagmire in both natural and political
terms, Biggs shows how engineered transformations of the Mekong Delta landscape channelized rivers, a complex canal system, hydropower development, deforestation have interacted with equally complex transformations in the geopolitics of the region.
Quagmire delves beyond common stereotypes to present an intricate, rich history that
shows how closely political and ecological issues are intertwined in the human
interactions with the water environment in the Mekong Delta. Watch the book trailer:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gp1-UItZqsk
From the author of No.1 international bestseller Collapse, a mesmerizing portrait of the
human past that offers profound lessons for how we can live today Visionary, prizewinning author Jared Diamond changed the way we think about the rise and fall of
human civilizations with his previous international bestsellers Guns, Germs and Steel
and Collapse. Now he returns with another epic - and groundbreaking - journey into our
rapidly receding past. In The World Until Yesterday, Diamond reveals how traditional
societies around the world offer an extraordinary window onto how our ancestors lived
for the majority of human history - until virtually yesterday, in evolutionary terms - and
provide unique, often overlooked insights into human nature. Drawing extensively on
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his decades working in the jungles of Papua New Guinea, Diamond explores how tribal
societies approach essential human problems, from childrearing to conflict resolution to
health, and discovers we have much to learn from traditional ways of life. He unearths
remarkable findings - from the reason why modern afflictions like diabetes, obesity and
Alzheimer's are virtually non-existent in tribal societies to the surprising benefits of
multilingualism. Panoramic in scope and thrillingly original, The World Until Yesterday
provides an enthralling first-hand picture of the human past that also suggests profound
lessons for how to live well today. Jared Diamond is the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of
the seminal million-copy-bestseller Guns, Germs, and Steel, which was named one of
TIME's best non-fiction books of all time, and Collapse, a #1 international bestseller. A
professor of geography at UCLA and noted polymath, Diamond's work has been
influential in the fields of anthropology, biology, ornithology, ecology and history, among
others.
Nearly 50 years ago, the Bureau of Reclamation proposed building a dam at the confluence of
two rivers in central Arizona. While the dam would bring valuable water to an arid plain, it
would also destroy a wildlife habitat, flood archaeological sites, and force the Yavapai Indians
from their ancestral home. This is the fascinating story of this controversial and ultimately
thwarted project.
Strong, sassy women and hard-luck, hard-headed men, all searching for the middle ground
between Native American tradition and the modern world, perform an elaborate dance of
approach and avoidance in this magical, rollicking tale by award-winning author Thomas King.
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Alberta, Eli, Lionel and others are coming to the Blackfoot reservation for the Sun Dance.
There they will encounter four Indian elders and their companion, the trickster Coyote—and
nothing in the small town of Blossom will be the same again. . . .
When we turn on the tap or twist open a tall plastic bottle, we probably don’t give a second
thought about where our drinking water comes from. But how it gets from the ground to the
glass is far more convoluted than we might think.In this revised edition of Drinking Water, Duke
University professor and environmental policy expert James Salzman shows how drinking
water highlights the most pressing issues of our time. He adds eye-opening, contemporary
examples about our relationship to and consumption of water, and a new chapter about the
atrocities that occurred in Flint, Michigan. Provocative, insightful, and engaging, Drinking Water
shows just how complex a simple glass of water can be.
In this vivid fifty-year history of Germany from 1871-1918—which inspired events that forever
changed the European continent—here is the story of the Second Reich from its violent
beginnings and rise to power to its calamitous defeat in the First World War. Before 1871,
Germany was not yet nation but simply an idea. Its founder, Otto von Bismarck, had a
formidable task at hand. How would he bring thirty-nine individual states under the yoke of a
single Kaiser? How would he convince proud Prussians, Bavarians, and Rhinelanders to
become Germans? Once united, could the young European nation wield enough power to rival
the empires of Britain and France—all without destroying itself in the process? In this unique
study of five decades that changed the course of modern history, Katja Hoyer tells the story of
the German Empire from its violent beginnings to its calamitous defeat in the First World War.
This often startling narrative is a dramatic tale of national self-discovery, social upheaval, and
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realpolitik that ended, as it started, in blood and iron.
New York Times Bestseller From the most celebrated heir to Darwin comes a groundbreaking
book on evolution, the summa work of Edward O. Wilson's legendary career. Sparking
vigorous debate in the sciences, The Social Conquest of Earth upends “the famous theory that
evolution naturally encourages creatures to put family first” (Discover). Refashioning the story
of human evolution, Wilson draws on his remarkable knowledge of biology and social behavior
to demonstrate that group selection, not kin selection, is the premier driving force of human
evolution. In a work that James D. Watson calls “a monumental exploration of the biological
origins of the human condition,” Wilson explains how our innate drive to belong to a group is
both a “great blessing and a terrible curse” (Smithsonian). Demonstrating that the sources of
morality, religion, and the creative arts are fundamentally biological in nature, the renowned
Harvard University biologist presents us with the clearest explanation ever produced as to the
origin of the human condition and why it resulted in our domination of the Earth’s biosphere.
In A Scrap of Paper, Isabel V. Hull compares wartime decision making in Germany, Great
Britain, and France, weighing the impact of legal considerations in each. She demonstrates
how differences in state structures and legal traditions shaped the way the three belligerents
fought the war. Hull focuses on seven cases: Belgian neutrality, the land war in the west, the
occupation of enemy territory, the blockade, unrestricted submarine warfare, the introduction of
new weaponry, and reprisals. A Scrap of Paper reconstructs the debates over military decisionmaking and clarifies the role law played—where it constrained action, where it was manipulated,
where it was ignored, and how it developed in combat—in each case. A Scrap of Paper is a
passionate defense of the role that the law must play to govern interstate relations in both
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peace and war.
Rulers -- Riches -- Rush -- Conflict -- Markets -- Labor -- Stocks -- Underworld -- Politics -Takeover -- Guns.
Crimes against Nature reveals the hidden history behind three of the nation's first parklands:
the Adirondacks, Yellowstone, and the Grand Canyon. Focusing on conservation's impact on
local inhabitants, Karl Jacoby traces the effect of criminalizing such traditional practices as
hunting, fishing, foraging, and timber cutting in the newly created parks. Jacoby reassesses the
nature of these "crimes" and provides a rich portrait of rural people and their relationship with
the natural world in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
Glassheim examines the transformation of Bohemian noble identity from the rise of mass
politics in the late 19th century to the descent of the Iron Curtain after World War II. He offers
valuable insights on the nationalization of a conservative political elite, and on the revolutions
that recast Central Europe in the first half of the 20th century.
“Hypnotic….It is ever tempting to try to fathom his restless spirit and his determination to
challenge fate.” —Janet Maslin, New York Times Werner Herzog (Grizzly Man) is one of the
most revered and enigmatic filmmakers of our time, and Fitzcarraldo is one of his most
honored and admired films. More than just Herzog’s journal of the making of the monumental,
problematical motion picture, which involved, among other things, major cast changes and
reshoots, and the hauling (without the use of special effects) of a 360-ton steamship over a
mountain , Conquest of the Useless is a work of art unto itself, an Amazonian fever dream that
emerged from the delirium of the jungle. With fascinating observations about crew and
players—including Herzog’s lead, the somewhat demented internationally renowned star Klaus
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Kinski—and breathtaking insights into the filmmaking process that are uniquely Werner Herzog,
Conquest of the Useless is an eye-opening look into the mind of a cinematic master.
In Eager, environmental journalist Ben Goldfarb reveals that our modern idea of what a healthy
landscape looks like and how it functions is wrong, distorted by the fur trade that once trapped
out millions of beavers from North America's lakes and rivers. The consequences of losing
beavers were profound: streams eroded, wetlands dried up, and species from salmon to swans
lost vital habitat. Today, a growing coalition of "Beaver Believers"--including scientists,
ranchers, and passionate citizens--recognizes that ecosystems with beavers are far healthier,
for humans and non-humans alike, than those without them. From the Nevada deserts to the
Scottish highlands, Believers are now hard at work restoring these industrious rodents to their
former haunts. Eager is a powerful story about one of the world's most influential species, how
North America was colonized, how our landscapes have changed over the centuries, and how
beavers can help us fight drought, flooding, wildfire, extinction, and the ravages of climate
change. Ultimately, it's about how we can learn to coexist, harmoniously and even beneficially,
with our fellow travelers on this planet.
Property will cost us the earth The science on climate change has been clear for a very long
time now. Yet despite decades of appeals, mass street protests, petition campaigns, and
peaceful demonstrations, we are still facing a booming fossil fuel industry, rising seas, rising
emission levels, and a rising temperature. With the stakes so high, why haven't we moved
beyond peaceful protest? In this lyrical manifesto, noted climate scholar (and saboteur of SUV
tires and coal mines) Andreas Malm makes an impassioned call for the climate movement to
escalate its tactics in the face of ecological collapse. We need, he argues, to force fossil fuel
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extraction to stop--with our actions, with our bodies, and by defusing and destroying its tools.
We need, in short, to start blowing up some oil pipelines. Offering a counter-history of how
mass popular change has occurred, from the democratic revolutions overthrowing dictators to
the movement against apartheid and for women's suffrage, Malm argues that the strategic
acceptance of property destruction and violence has been the only route for revolutionary
change. In a braided narrative that moves from the forests of Germany and the streets of
London to the deserts of Iraq, Malm offers us an incisive discussion of the politics and ethics of
pacifism and violence, democracy and social change, strategy and tactics, and a movement
compelled by both the heart and the mind. Here is how we fight in a world on fire.
The modern idea of 'mastery' over nature always had its critics, whether their motives were
aesthetic, religious or environmentalist. By investigating how the most fundamental element water - was 'conquered' by draining fens and marshes, straightening the courses of rivers,
building high dams and exploiting hydro-electric power, The Conquest of Nature explores how
over the last 250 years, the German people have shaped their natural environment and how
the landscapes they created took a powerful hold on the German imagination. From Frederick
the Great of Prussia to Johann Gottfried Tulla, 'the man who tamed the wild Rhine' in the
nineteenth century to Otto Intze, 'master dambuilder' of the years around 1900, to the Nazis
who set out to colonise 'living space' in the East, this groundbreaking study shows that while
mastery over nature delivers undoubted benefits, it has often come at a tremendous cost to
both the natural environment and human life.
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