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What is the relevance of Luc Boltanski’s ‘pragmatic sociology of critique’ to central issues in
contemporary social and political analysis? In seeking to respond to this question, this book
contains critical commentaries from prominent social theorists attempting to map out the
influence and broad scope of Boltanski’s oeuvre.
This book, first published in 1976, discusses four classical paradigms for sociology – the
positivism of Saint-Simon and Comte, Durkheim, Marx and Weber – and four contemporary
developments or revisions of them – the sociologie active of Dumazedier and his colleagues in
France, sociology in Socialist Poland, the work of Dahrendorf and the ‘new sociology’ of Mills
and his successors. Christopher Bryant suggests that no neutral language exists in which to
compare the characteristics of these different paradigms, yet highlights those features which
are common to all of them. Unique in its approach and analysis of the relationship between
sociology and action, this book is of value and interest to students of sociology and theory and
professional sociologists.
Three radical perspectives on the critique of capitalism For years, the critique of capitalism was
lost from public discourse; the very word “capitalism” sounded like a throwback to another era.
Nothing could be further from the truth today. In this new intellectual atmosphere, Sociology,
Capitalism, Critique is a contribution to the renewal of critical sociology, founded on an
empirically grounded diagnosis of society’s ills. The authors, Germany’s leading critical
sociologists—Klaus Dörre, Stephan Lessenich, and Hartmut Rosa—share a conviction that ours
is a pivotal period of renewal, in which the collective endeavour of academics can amount to
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an act of intellectual resistance, working to prevent any regressive development that might
return us to neoliberal domination. The authors discuss key issues, such as questions of
accumulation and expropriation; discipline and freedom; and the powerful new concepts of
activation and acceleration. Their politically committed sociology, which takes the side of the
losers in the current crisis, places society’s future well-being at the centre of their research.
Their collective approach to this project is a conscious effort to avoid co-optation in the
institutional practices of the academy. These three differing but complementary perspectives
serve as an insightful introduction to the contemporary themes of radical sociology in
capitalism’s post-crisis phase.
Using a methodology that both analyzes particular constitutional texts and theories and
reconstructs their historical evolution, Chris Thornhill examines the social role and legitimating
status of constitutions from the first quasi-constitutional documents of medieval Europe,
through the classical period of revolutionary constitutionalism, to recent processes of
constitutional transition. A Sociology of Constitutions explores the reasons why modern
societies require constitutions and constitutional norms and presents a distinctive socionormative analysis of the constitutional preconditions of political legitimacy.
The rise of digital technology is transforming the world in which we live. Our digitalized
societies demand new ways of thinking about the social, and this short book introduces
readers to an approach that can deliver this: digital sociology. Neil Selwyn examines the
concepts, tools and practices that sociologists are developing to analyze the intersections of
the social and the digital. Blending theory and empirical examples, the five chapters highlight
areas of inquiry where digital approaches are taking hold and shaping the discipline of
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sociology today. The book explores key topics such as digital race and digital labor, as well as
the fast-changing nature of digital research methods and diversifying forms of digital
scholarship. Designed for use in advanced undergraduate and graduate courses, this timely
introduction will be an invaluable resource for all sociologists seeking to focus their craft and
thinking toward the social complexities of the digital age.
Mathematical models and computer simulations of complex social systems have become
everyday tools in sociology. Yet until now, students had no up-to-date textbook from which to
learn these techniques. Introduction to Mathematical Sociology fills this gap, providing
undergraduates with a comprehensive, self-contained primer on the mathematical tools and
applications that sociologists use to understand social behavior. Phillip Bonacich and Philip Lu
cover all the essential mathematics, including linear algebra, graph theory, set theory, game
theory, and probability. They show how to apply these mathematical tools to demography;
patterns of power, influence, and friendship in social networks; Markov chains; the evolution
and stability of cooperation in human groups; chaotic and complex systems; and more.
Introduction to Mathematical Sociology also features numerous exercises throughout, and is
accompanied by easy-to-use Mathematica-based computer simulations that students can use
to examine the effects of changing parameters on model behavior. Provides an up-to-date and
self-contained introduction to mathematical sociology Explains essential mathematical tools
and their applications Includes numerous exercises throughout Features easy-to-use computer
simulations to help students master concepts
Zygmunt Bauman is one of the most inspirational and controversial thinkers on the scene of
contemporary sociology. For several decades he has provided compelling analyses and
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diagnoses of a vast variety of aspects of modern and liquid modern living. This book considers
the theoretical significance of his contribution to sociology, but also discusses and adopts a
critical stance towards his work. The Sociology of Zygmunt Bauman introduces and critically
appraises some of the most significant as well as some of the lesser known of Bauman's
contributions to contemporary sociology. An international team of scholars delineates and
discusses how Bauman's treatment of these themes challenges conventional wisdom in
sociology, thereby revising and revitalizing sociological theory. As a special feature, the book
concludes with Bauman's intriguing reflections and contemplations on his own life and
intellectual trajectory, published here for the first time in English. In this postscript aptly entitled
'Pro Domo Sua' ('About Myself'), he describes the pushes and pulls that throughout the years
have shaped his thinking.
This volume explores how mobilizing Boltanski and Thévenot’s economies of worth
framework, and its associated concepts of justification, evaluation and critique, help address
questions regarding the premises and dynamics of coordinated action, both within and across
organizations, and by so doing help advance our understanding.

Far from being the preserve of a few elite thinkers, critique increasingly dominates
public life in modernity, leading to a cacophony of accusation and denunciation around
all political issues. The technique of unmasking ‘power’ or ‘hegemony’ or ‘ideology’
has now been adopted across the political spectrum, where critical discourses are
routinely used to suggest that anything and everything is only a ‘construct’ or even a
‘conspiracy’. This book draws on anthropological theory to provide a different
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perspective on this phenomenon; critique appears as a liminal predicament combining
imitative polemical and schismatic urges with a haunting sense of uncertainty. It thereby
addresses a central academic concern, with a special focus on political critique in the
public sphere and within social media. Combining historical interrogations of the roots
of critique, as well as examining contemporary political discourse in relation to
populism, as seen in presidential elections, historical commemorations and welfare
reform, The Spectacle of Critique uses anthropology and genealogy to offer a new
sociology of critique that problematises critique and diagnoses its crisis, cultivating
acritical and imaginative ways of thinking.
One of the leading thinkers to emerge in the postwar conservative intellectual revival
was the sociologist Robert Nisbet. His book The Quest for Community, published in
1953, stands as one of the most persuasive accounts of the dilemmas confronting
modern society. Nearly a half century before Robert Putnam documented the
atomization of society in Bowling Alone, Nisbet argued that the rise of the powerful
modern state had eroded the sources of community—the family, the neighborhood, the
church, the guild. Alienation and loneliness inevitably resulted. But as the traditional ties
that bind fell away, the human impulse toward community led people to turn even more
to the government itself, allowing statism—even totalitarianism—to flourish. ISI Books is
proud to present this new edition of Nisbet’s magnum opus, featuring a brilliant
introduction by New York Times columnist Ross Douthat and three critical essays.
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Published at a time when our communal life has only grown weaker and when many
Americans display cultish enthusiasm for a charismatic president, this new edition of
The Quest for Community shows that Nisbet’s insights are as relevant today as ever.
The new edition of this established core textbook continues to give an insightful,
authoritative and accessible overview of competing theoretical positions on the
sociological study of childhood. The book explores the ways these theories inform key
themes, including education, work, identity and agency. The study of childhood has
taken on an increasingly global focus in recent years, honing in on how issues of rights,
protection and development shape the lives of children and those around them at
political, social and institutional levels across the world. As a result, this book guides
students through the theories and research on childhood in both local and global
contexts. Author Michael Wyness clearly illustrates how a study of childhood can inform
sociological thinking on social crises, changes and problems such as globalisation,
criminality and disruption of the social order. Written for students exploring childhood
from a sociological perspective, this is the essential introduction to the topic. New to this
Edition: - A broadened global focus throughout every chapter, including more on the
developing world. - A revised chapter on researching children and childhood. - An
updated critical appraisal of children's rights, as well as new data on child protection
and schooling. - The introduction of new key readings and 'Academic Insights' boxes
that explore research on important topics in more detail.
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This book brings together a collection of work from emerging and established scholars
who have put forth a vision of what critical sociology is and what it could be in the early
decades of the 21st century. Pushing beyond the theoretical outlines of sociological
critique, the authors demonstrate how critical sociology is practiced through conceptual
innovation and empirical analyses interweaving the themes of society, power, and
culture. Interrogating the Social reinvents the project of critical sociology in two ways:
by reflecting upon society as an object of inquiry; and by questioning the existing social
order’s self-evident character and exclusionary effects. In doing so, it answers three
related questions: How should social relations and interactions be re-thought today?
What new institutional and discursive configurations of power are emerging? How do
we make sense of contemporary cultural performances and movements? This edited
collection is suited to a w ide and diverse audience across the disciplines of sociology,
political science, social and political theory, and cultural studies.
Interactionism: Exposition and Critique offers a balanced overview of symbolic
interactionism from its earliest precursors to its latest proponents and critics.
The relationship between sociology and social critique has haunted the discipline since
its origins. Does critique divert sociology from its scientific project? Or is critique the
ultimate goal of sociology, without which the latter would be a futile activity
disconnected from the concerns of ordinary people? This issue has underpinned two
divergent theoretical orientations that can be found in the discipline today: the critical
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sociology that was developed in its most elaborate form by Pierre Bourdieu, and the
pragmatic sociology of critique developed by Luc Boltanski and his associates. In
critical sociology, description in terms of power relations underscores the potency of
mechanisms of oppression, the way the oppressed passively endure them, going so far
in their alienation as to adopt the values that enslave them. Pragmatic sociology, by
contrast, describes the actions of human beings who rebel but who are endowed with
reason. It stresses their ability, in certain historical conditions, to rise up against their
domination and construct new interpretations of reality in the service of critical activity.
In this major new book Boltanski develops a framework that makes it possible to
reconcile these seemingly antagonistic approaches - the one determinist and assigning
the leading role to the enlightening science of the sociologist, the other concerned to
stick as closely as possible to what people say and do. This labour of unification leads
him to rework central notions such as practice, institution, critique and, finally, ‘social
reality,' all with the aim of contributing to a contemporary renewal of practices of
emancipation.
'A brilliant synthetic essay of theoretical importance in its own right.' Jeffrey C.
Alexander, Yale University, USA 'McLennan takes us on an absorbing journey that will
provide illumination to newcomers to sociology and seasoned veterans alike. This is a
fascinating version of the story so far, and an expansive vision of the road ahead.' Rob
Stones, University of Essex, UK What does sociology involve? How did its key
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concepts and perspectives develop? What is the scope and relevance of sociology
today? These are the fundamental questions that motivate every new and returning
student of sociology, and they lie at the heart of this unique book. Situating sociology
within the wider context of social theory, Story of Sociology takes us from the
intellectual tensions of Enlightenment thought, through the American-dominated
twentieth century, to the latest debates in the discipline. Accessible and inspiring,
succinct yet challenging, this book is an ideal companion to any introductory sociology
or social theory course. 'This is an excellent short introduction to sociological theory,
superbly capturing the dilemmas of sociological argument as well as its different
traditions and sensibilities.' John Holmwood, University of Nottingham, UK 'Story of
Sociology is more than a simple history; it is a compelling invitation to enter the
sociological imagination. Extraordinary in its scope and clarity, this book links current
departures to enduring themes and captures the dynamic positioning of sociology in the
contemporary age.' Lisa Adkins, University of Newcastle, Australia
Theodor Adorno is a widely-studied figure, but most often with regard to his work on
cultural theory, philosophy and aesthetics. The Sociology of Theodor Adorno provides
the first thorough English-language account of Adorno's sociological thinking. Matthias
Benzer reads Adorno's sociology through six major themes: the problem of
conceptualising capitalist society; empirical research; theoretical analysis; social
critique; the sociological text; and the question of the non-social. Benzer explains the
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methodological and theoretical ideas informing Adorno's reflections on sociology and
illustrates Adorno's approach to examining social life, including astrology, sexual taboos
and racial prejudice. Benzer clarifies Adorno's sociology in relation to his work in other
disciplines and the inspiration his sociology took from social thinkers such as Marx,
Weber, Durkheim, Kracauer and Benjamin. The book raises critical questions about the
viability of Adorno's sociological mode of procedure and its potential contributions and
challenges to current debates in social science.
Preface by Pierre Bourdieu Preface by Loic J.D. Wacquant I Toward a Social
Praxeology: The Structure and Logic of Bourdieu's Sociology, Loic J.D. Wacquant 1
Beyond the Antinomy of Social Physics and Social Phenomenology 2 Classification
Struggles and the Dialectic of Social and Mental Structures 3 Methodological
Relationalism 4 The Fuzzy Logic of Practical Sense 5 Against Theoreticism and
Methodologism: Total Social Science 6 Epistemic Reflexivity 7 Reason, Ethics, and
Politics II The Purpose of Reflexive Sociology (The Chicago Workshop), Pierre
Bourdieu and Loic J.D. Wacquant 1 Sociology as Socioanalysis 2 The Unique and the
Invariant 3 The Logic of Fields 4 Interest, Habitus, Rationality 5 Language, Gender, and
Symbolic Violence 6 For a, Realpolitik of Reason 7 The Personal is Social III The
Practice of Reflexive Sociology (The Paris Workshop), Pierre Bourdieu 1 Handing
Down a Trade 2 Thinking Relationally 3 A Radical Doubt 4 Double Bind and Conversion
5 Participant Objectivation Appendixes, Loic J.D. Wacquant 1 How to Read Bourdieu 2
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A Selection of Articles from, Actes de la recherche en sciences sociales 3 Selected
Recent Writings on Pierre Bourdieu.
This book offers a major new account of modern capitalism and of the ways in which
value and wealth are created today. Boltanski and Esquerre argue that capitalism in the
West has recently undergone a fundamental transformation characterized by deindustrialization, on the one hand, and, on the other, by the increased exploitation of
certain resources that, while not entirely new, have taken on unprecedented
importance. It is this new form of exploitation that has given rise to what they call the
‘enrichment economy’. The enrichment economy is based less on the production of
new objects and more on the enrichment of things and places that already exist. It has
grown out of a combination of many different activities and phenomena, all of which
involve, in their varying ways, the exploitation of the past. The enrichment economy
draws upon the trade in things that are intended above all for the wealthy, thus
providing a supplementary source of enrichment for the wealthy people who deal in
these things and exacerbating income inequality. As opportunities to profit from the
exploitation of industrial labour began to diminish, capitalism shifted its focus to expand
the range of things that could be exploited. This gave rise to a plurality of different forms
for making things valuable – valuing objects in terms of their properties is only one such
form. The form that plays a central role in the enrichment economy is what the authors
call the ‘collection form’, which values objects based on the gap they fill in a collection.
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This valuation process relies on the creation of narratives which enrich commodities.
This wide-ranging and highly original work makes a major contribution to our
understanding of contemporary societies and of how capitalism is changing today. It will
be of great value to students and scholars in sociology, political economy and cultural
studies, as well as to anyone interested in the social and economic transformations
shaping our world.
The first book of its kind, Sociology and the New Materialism explores the many and
varied applications of “new materialism,” a key emerging trend in 21st century thought,
to the practice of doing sociology. Offering a clear exposition of new materialist theory
and using sociological examples throughout to enable the reader to develop a
materialist sociological understanding, the book: Outlines the fundamental precepts of
new materialism Explores how materialism provides new perspectives on the range of
sociological topic areas Explains how materialist approaches can be used to research
sociological issues and also to engage with social issues. Sociology and the New
Materialism is a clear and authoritative one-stop guide for advanced undergraduates
and postgraduates in sociology, cultural studies, social policy and related disciplines.
People care a great deal about justice. They protest and engage in confrontations with
others when their sense of justice is affronted or disturbed. When they do this, they
don’t generally act in a strategic or calculating way but use arguments that claim a
general validity. Disputes are commonly regulated by these ‘regimes of justice’ implicit
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in everyday social life. But justice is not the only regime that governs action. There are
some actions that are selfless and gratuitous, and that belong to what might be called a
regime of ‘peace’ or ‘love’. In the course of their everyday lives, people constantly
move back and forth between these two regimes, that of justice and that of love. And
everyone also has the capacity for violence, which arises when the regulation of action
within either of these regimes breaks down. In Love and Justice as Competences,
Boltanski lays out this highly original framework for analysing the action of individuals
as they pursue their day-to-day lives. The framework outlined in this important book is
the basis for the path-breaking work that he has developed over the last twenty years –
work that has examined the moral foundations of society in and through the forms of
everyday conflict. For anyone who wants to understand what a critical sociology might
mean today, this book is an essential text.
No judgement of taste is innocent - we are all snobs. Pierre Bourdieu's Distinction
brilliantly illuminates the social pretentions of the middle classes in the modern world,
focusing on the tastes and preferences of the French bourgeoisie. First published in
1979, the book is at once a vast ethnography of contemporary France and a dissection
of the bourgeois mind. In the course of everyday life we constantly choose between
what we find aesthetically pleasing, and what we consider tacky, merely trendy, or ugly.
Taste is not pure. Bourdieu demonstrates that our different aesth
"The Society of the Spectacle" by Guy Debord (translated by Ken Knabb). Published by
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Good Press. Good Press publishes a wide range of titles that encompasses every
genre. From well-known classics & literary fiction and non-fiction to forgotten?or yet
undiscovered gems?of world literature, we issue the books that need to be read. Each
Good Press edition has been meticulously edited and formatted to boost readability for
all e-readers and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks that are user-friendly and
accessible to everyone in a high-quality digital format.
With humor and empathy, Mark Edwards’s handbook provides undergraduate and
early-career graduate students guidance in sociological writing of all kinds. Writing in
Sociology offers unusual approaches to developing ideas into research questions,
utilizing research literature, constructing research papers, and completing different
kinds of course writing (including case studies, theory papers, and applied social
science projects). New chapters in the Second Edition offer insights into giving and
receiving effective peer review and presenting qualitative research results. By focusing
on how to think about the goals and strategies implicit in each section of a writing
project this book provides accessible advice to novice sociological writers.
In this era where dollar value signals moral worth, Daniel Fridman paints a vivid portrait
of Americans and Argentinians seeking to transform themselves into people worthy of
millions. Following groups who practice the advice from financial success bestsellers,
Fridman illustrates how the neoliberal emphasis on responsibility, individualism, and
entrepreneurship binds people together with the ropes of aspiration. Freedom from
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Work delves into a world of financial self-help in which books, seminars, and board
games reject "get rich quick" formulas and instead suggest to participants that there is
something fundamentally wrong with who they are, and that they must struggle to
correct it. Fridman analyzes three groups who exercise principles from Rich Dad, Poor
Dad by playing the board game Cashflow and investing in cash-generating assets with
the goal of leaving the rat race of employment. Fridman shows that the global economic
transformations of the last few decades have been accompanied by popular resources
that transform the people trying to survive—and even thrive.
Critique and utopia are two of the central concepts of the sociology of education, and they
indeed exemplify the critical traditions in the sociology of education as a discipline. Using
theoretical frameworks, this title offers criticism of the dominant theories, and findings in the
sociology of education.
The pace of modern life is undoubtedly speeding up, yet this acceleration does not seem to
have made us any happier or more content. If acceleration is the problem, then the solution,
argues Hartmut Rosa in this major new work, lies in “resonance.” The quality of a human life
cannot be measured simply in terms of resources, options, and moments of happiness;
instead, we must consider our relationship to, or resonance with, the world. Applying his theory
of resonance to many domains of human activity, Rosa describes the full spectrum of ways in
which we establish our relationship to the world, from the act of breathing to the adoption of
culturally distinct worldviews. He then turns to the realms of concrete experience and action –
family and politics, work and sports, religion and art – in which we as late modern subjects
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seek out resonance. This task is proving ever more difficult as modernity’s logic of escalation
is both cause and consequence of a distorted relationship to the world, at individual and
collective levels. As Rosa shows, all the great crises of modern society – the environmental
crisis, the crisis of democracy, the psychological crisis – can also be understood and analyzed
in terms of resonance and our broken relationship to the world around us. Building on his now
classic work on acceleration, Rosa’s new book is a major new contribution to the theory of
modernity, showing how our problematic relation to the world is at the crux of some of the most
pressing issues we face today. This bold renewal of critical theory for our times will be of great
interest to students and scholars across the social sciences and humanities.
The third edition of this best-selling textbook has been carefully revised to provide an up-todate, indispensable introduction to the sociology of work. It not only includes clear explanations
of classic theories and evidence, but also covers the most cutting-edge research, data, and
debates. In addition to being revised throughout, the book contains substantive new sections
on globalisation, including global branding and slave labour, and a new chapter on the myths
and realities of modern employment. Chapter-by-chapter, Keith Grint examines different
sociological approaches to work, emphasising the links between social processes, the
institutions of employment, and their social and domestic contexts. His use of an international
range of empirical evidence helps to make his account especially accessible to undergraduate
readers. The book has been specially designed to support students' understanding, and to
develop their critical responses to the literature. Written in a lively and accessible style, it
provides student-friendly chapter summaries, suggestions for further reading, a glossary and
practice essay questions. This third edition will be essential reading for students of the
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sociology of work, industrial sociology, organisational behaviour and industrial relations.
Students studying business and management courses with a sociological component will also
find the book invaluable.
This volume offers an unprecedented account of recent and future developments in the
sociology of intellectuals. It presents a critical exchange between two leading contemporary
social theorists, Patrick Baert and Simon Susen, advancing debates at the cutting edge of
scholarship on the changing role of intellectuals in the increasingly interconnected societies of
the twenty-first century. The discussion centres on Baert’s most recent contribution to this field
of inquiry, The Existentialist Moment: The Rise of Sartre as a Public Intellectual (2015),
demonstrating that it has opened up hitherto barely explored avenues for the sociological study
of intellectuals. In addition, the authors provide an overview of various alternative approaches
that are available for understanding the sociology of intellectuals – such as those of Pierre
Bourdieu, Randall Collins, and Neil Gross. In doing so, they grapple with the question of the
extent to which intellectuals can play a constructive role in influencing social and political
developments in the modern era. This insightful volume will appeal to students and scholars of
the humanities and social sciences, particularly to those interested in social theory and the
history of intellectual thought.
A concise, accessible, and engaging guide for students and practitioners of sociology. In
Forms of Life, Harry Collins offers an introduction to social science methodology, drawing on
his forty-plus years of conducting high-profile sociological research. In this concise, accessible,
and engaging book, Collins explains not only how to do sociology (the method) but also how to
think about sociology (the meaning). For example, he describes the three activities that are the
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foundations of sociological method (immersing oneself in a society; estranging oneself from
that society; and explaining what has been discovered to those who have not been immersed)
and goes on to consider broader questions of the meaning of science in relation to social
science and the scientific authority of “subjective” methods. He explains that sociology is the
study of social collectivities (often overlapping, subdividable, and embedded), and cites
Wittgenstein's notion of “forms of life” in his definition of collectivity. Collins covers such
methodological topics as participant comprehension; interview-based fieldwork (“expect plans
to fail”); interactional expertise; alternation and methodological relativism; tangible and
inferential experiments; tribalism and emotional loyalty; and how to communicate your findings.
Finally, he offers recommendations for “saving the science of sociology,” considering, among
other things, sociology's identity as a discipline and the perils of both “groupism” and being too
afraid of it. Appendixes offer a code of conduct for interviews; a list of his relevant publications;
and an account, in Q&A form, of a disastrous day in the life of a sociologist doing fieldwork.
First published in 1975, this collection of essays embodies a conception of sociological thought
as a critical analysis of social theories and doctrines, of social institutions and political regimes,
of recent social movements. They deal, in particular, with some conservative versions of
sociology and with attempts to develop more radical theories; they extend the author's previous
writings on classes, elites and politics; and they analyse some of the problems of socialism in
the late twentieth century. There is a close unity of theme througout the book in its critical
attempt to formulate new intellectual bases for future radical and egalitarian politics. It is written
with that quiet wisdom and impressive command of sources which readers have come to
associate with Professor Bottomore's work.
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This title examines how contemporary currents in sociology and social theory have influenced
the field of organisation studies. It aims to combat the tendency towards myopia in the
organisation studies field, which encourages reliance on resources and references drawn from
within the field and discourages scholars from going beyond these boundaries to find
inspiration and ideas. The contributing authors show how sociologists and sociological
concepts from the US and Europe have provided new insights into the functioning of
organisations.
Heddendorf finds in sociological theories some 'hidden threads' - Christian principles woven
into the fabric of society. This book is an examination and Christian critique of sociological
theory, demonstrating appreciation for the richness of social life and holding in tension those
theories that attempt to explain it.

Anas Karzai’s timely book emphasizes how modern progressive sociological and
political thought including the work of Weber, Adorno, and Foucault, is based on
an often unacknowledged debt to Nietzsche. Karzai’s book highlights how
Nietzsche’s observation of the human condition in modernity is to be read as an
affirmative critique.
Looking to unify increasingly disparate areas of theory and research, John
Goldthorpe presents a new mainstream, combining the demonstrated strengths
of large-scale quantitative research and the explanatory power of social action
theory.
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What is it about free-market ideas that gives them staying power in the face of
such failures as persistent unemployment, widening inequality, and financial
crises? The Power of Market Fundamentalism extends economist Karl Polanyi's
work to explain why these dangerous utopian ideas have become the dominant
economic ideology of our time.
This book explores sociological debates in relation to culture, taste and value. It
argues that sociology can contribute to debates about aesthetic value and to an
understanding of how people evaluate.
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