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I Am Charlie Wilson
The "memoir of nine-time Grammy-nominated artist Charlie Wilson, the iconic R&B and funk singer/songwriter/producer--including
his recollections of jamming with fellow artists such as Stevie Wonder, Kanye West, and Snoop Dogg"--Dust jacket flap,
hardcover.
Who is R. Kelly? Three-time Grammy winner, who has sold more than 35 million records worldwide. Legendary writer and
producer, who collaborated with such music icons as Michael Jackson, Celine Dion, Jay-Z, and Aretha Franklin. Visionary cultural
messenger, who created the hip hopera phenomenon Trapped in the Closet. Creative genius. Sex symbol. The man who puts the
"R" in R&B. Through the iconic anthem "I Believe I Can Fly" and such sexy R&B mega-hits as "Bump N’ Grind," "Ignition," and
"When a Woman’s Fed Up," R. Kelly has proven to be one of the greatest musical talents of his generation. Yet his rollercoaster
ride to the top has been as perilous as it has been exhilarating. In Soulacoaster: The Diary of Me, Kelly shares his life story
through episodic tales and exclusive color photographs, exploring his meteoric rises and sudden falls. From the crippling learning
disorder that rendered him unable to read or write, to the teacher/mentor who prophesized that his destiny was in music, not
basketball, we follow his evolution from Chicago street performer to struggling L.A. musician and beyond. Kelly reveals his hardwon ascent to superstardom and his battle to move forward after legal and personal ordeals that threatened to destroy his life.
Now back at the top, Kelly recounts the surprising twists and turns that have taken him to new heights of maturity and artistry. Part
memoir, part keepsake, Soulacoaster unlocks the door to R. Kelly’s story as only he can tell it, promising his fans an intimate and
unforgettable ride.
The deluxe eBook edition of stand-up comedian and WNYC podcaster Phoebe Robinson’s You Can’t Touch My Hair brings
Phoebe’s hilarious voice off the page, directly into your eyes and ears. This enhanced edition features exclusive video footage
with cameos by some of Phoebe’s comedy besties, plus more than an hour of audio where Phoebe talks regrettable crushes from
the 90s, advice she wishes someone had given her as a teenager, the influence of RuPaul, and much more. Delivered in her
signature style, Phoebe serves laughter and levity alongside more serious topics at rapid-fire speeds, topped—as always—with pop
culture references for days. A hilarious and timely essay collection about race, gender, and pop culture from upcoming comedy
superstar and 2 Dope Queens podcaster Phoebe Robinson Being a black woman in America means contending with old
prejudices and fresh absurdities every day. Comedian Phoebe Robinson has experienced her fair share over the years: she's
been unceremoniously relegated to the role of "the black friend," as if she is somehow the authority on all things racial; she's been
questioned about her love of U2 and Billy Joel ("isn’t that . . . white people music?"); she's been called "uppity" for having an
opinion in the workplace; she's been followed around stores by security guards; and yes, people do ask her whether they can
touch her hair all. the. time. Now, she's ready to take these topics to the page—and she’s going to make you laugh as she’s doing
it. Using her trademark wit alongside pop-culture references galore, Robinson explores everything from why Lisa Bonet is "Queen.
Bae. Jesus," to breaking down the terrible nature of casting calls, to giving her less-than-traditional advice to the future female
president, and demanding that the NFL clean up its act, all told in the same conversational voice that launched her podcast, 2
Dope Queens, to the top spot on iTunes. As personal as it is political, You Can't Touch My Hair examines our cultural climate and
skewers our biases with humor and heart, announcing Robinson as a writer on the rise.
From the incomparable Emmy, Grammy, and Tony Award winner, a powerful and revealing autobiography about race, sexuality,
art, and healing It’s easy to be yourself when who and what you are is in vogue. But growing up Black and gay in America has
never been easy. Before Billy Porter was slaying red carpets and giving an iconic Emmy-winning performance in the celebrated TV
show Pose; before he was the groundbreaking Tony and Grammy Award-winning star of Broadway’s Kinky Boots; and before he
was an acclaimed recording artist, actor, playwright, director, and all-around legend, Porter was a young boy in Pittsburgh who
was seen as different, who didn’t fit in. At five years old, Porter was sent to therapy to “fix” his effeminacy. He was endlessly
bullied at school, sexually abused by his stepfather, and criticized at his church. Porter came of age in a world where simply being
himself was a constant struggle. Billy Porter’s Unprotected is the life story of a singular artist and survivor in his own words. It is
the story of a boy whose talent and courage opened doors for him, but only a crack. It is the story of a teenager discovering
himself, learning his voice and his craft amidst deep trauma. And it is the story of a young man whose unbreakable determination
led him through countless hard times to where he is now; a proud icon who refuses to back down or hide. Porter is a multitalented,
multifaceted treasure at the top of his game, and Unprotected is a resonant, inspirational story of trauma and healing, shot through
with his singular voice.
Describes how, after the 1979 Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, maverick Texas congressman Charlie Wilson persuaded his
colleagues to fund the CIA's efforts to arm the mujahideen and recounts the repercussions of that covert operation.
The author reveals his passionate experiences with a female Tantric master who taught him the suppressed practices of her
ancient order. In 1968 Daniel Odier left Europe for the Himalayas, searching for a master who could help him go where texts and
intellectual searching could no longer take him. He wanted everything: the wisdom and spirituality gained from the life of an ascetic
and the beauty, love, and sensuality of a life of passion. He found both in Shivaic Tantrism, the secret spiritual path that seeks to
transcend ego and rediscover the divine by embracing the passions. In an isolated Himalayan forest Odier met Devi, a great yogini
who would take him on a mystical journey like none he had ever imagined. At times taking him beyond the limits of sexual
experience, at times threatening him with destruction, she taught him what it is to truly be alive and to know the divine nature of
absolute love. This is the personal memoir of one of France's most honored writers. Tantrism is the only ancient philosophy to
survive all historical upheavals, invasions, and influences to reach us intact by uninterrupted transmission from master to disciple,
and the only one to retain the image of the Great Goddess as the ultimate source of power.
An explosive exposé of America’s lost prosperity by Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist Charlie LeDuff “One cannot read Mr.
LeDuff's amalgam of memoir and reportage and not be shaken by the cold eye he casts on hard truths . . . A little gonzo, a little
gumshoe, some gawker, some good-Samaritan—it is hard to ignore reporting like Mr. LeDuff's.” —The Wall Street Journal “PultizerPrize-winning journalist LeDuff . . . writes with honesty and compassion about a city that’s destroying itself–and breaking his
heart.” —Publishers Weekly (starred review) “A book full of both literary grace and hard-won world-weariness.” —Kirkus Back in his
broken hometown, Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Charlie LeDuff searches the ruins of Detroit for clues to his family’s troubled
past. Having led us on the way up, Detroit now seems to be leading us on the way down. Once the richest city in America, Detroit
is now the nation’s poorest. Once the vanguard of America’s machine age—mass-production, blue-collar jobs, and
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automobiles—Detroit is now America’s capital for unemployment, illiteracy, dropouts, and foreclosures. With the steel-eyed
reportage that has become his trademark, and the righteous indignation only a native son possesses, LeDuff sets out to uncover
what destroyed his city. He beats on the doors of union bosses and homeless squatters, powerful businessmen and struggling
homeowners and the ordinary people holding the city together by sheer determination. Detroit: An American Autopsy is an
unbelievable story of a hard town in a rough time filled with some of the strangest and strongest people our country has to offer.
The New York Times Bestseller! After decades of silence, Robyn Crawford, close friend, collaborator, and confidante of Whitney
Houston, shares her story. Whitney Houston is as big a superstar as the music business has ever known. She exploded on the
scene in 1985 with her debut album and spent the next two decades dominating the charts and capturing the hearts of fans around
the world. One person was there by her side through it all—her best friend, Robyn Crawford. Since Whitney’s death in 2012, Robyn
has stayed out of the limelight and held the great joys, wild adventures, and hard truths of her life with Whitney close to her heart.
Now, for the first time ever, Crawford opens up in her memoir, A Song for You. With warmth, candor, and an impressive recall of
detail, Robyn describes the two meeting as teenagers in the 1980s, and how their lives and friendship evolved as Whitney
recorded her first album and Robyn pursued her promising Division I basketball career. Together during countless sold-out world
tours, behind the scenes as hit after hit was recorded, through Whitney’s marriage and the birth of her daughter, the two
navigated often challenging families, great loves, and painful losses, always supporting each other with laughter and friendship.
Deeply personal and heartfelt, A Song for You is the vital, honest, and previously untold story that provides an understanding of
the complex life of Whitney Houston. Finally, the person who knew her best sets the record straight.

Since its first airing, it's always a memorable night when "A Charlie Brown Christmas" is on TV. After forty years, the
animated special is still a favorite. This lushly illustrated tribute to the beloved television classic has many unique
features, including: Original animation art A look at the behind -- the -- scenes making of the cartoon Vince Guaraldi's
original score and publication notes Interviews with the original child actors who were the voices of the Peanuts gang An
introduction by the show's executive producer, Lee Mendelson And much more! A Charlie Brown Christmas: The Making
of a Tradition is a delightful and fitting salute to the holiday special that never fails to deepen your love of Christmas,
touch your heart, and give you hope.
A history of the English language traces its evolution from a Germanic dialect around 500 A.D. to its modern form, noting
the influence of such groups and individuals as early Anglo-Saxon tribes, Alfred the Great, and William Shakespeare.
A glittering landscape of twenty-five speculative stories that challenge oppression and envision new futures for
America—from N. K. Jemisin, Charles Yu, Jamie Ford, G. Willow Wilson, Charlie Jane Anders, Hugh Howey, and more.
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY PUBLISHERS WEEKLY In these tumultuous times, in our
deeply divided country, many people are angry, frightened, and hurting. Knowing that imagining a brighter tomorrow has
always been an act of resistance, editors Victor LaValle and John Joseph Adams invited an extraordinarily talented group
of writers to share stories that explore new forms of freedom, love, and justice. They asked for narratives that would
challenge oppressive American myths, release us from the chokehold of our history, and give us new futures to believe
in. They also asked that the stories be badass. The result is this spectacular collection of twenty-five tales that blend the
dark and the light, the dystopian and the utopian. These tales are vivid with struggle and hardship—whether it’s the
othered and the terrorized, or dragonriders and covert commandos—but these characters don’t flee, they fight. Thrilling,
inspiring, and a sheer joy to read, A People’s Future of the United States is a gift for anyone who believes in our power
to dream a just world. Featuring stories by Violet Allen • Charlie Jane Anders • Lesley Nneka Arimah • Ashok K. Banker
• Tobias S. Buckell • Tananarive Due • Omar El Akkad • Jamie Ford • Maria Dahvana Headley • Hugh Howey • Lizz
Huerta • Justina Ireland • N. K. Jemisin • Alice Sola Kim • Seanan McGuire • Sam J. Miller • Daniel José Older • Malka
Older • Gabby Rivera • A. Merc Rustad • Kai Cheng Thom • Catherynne M. Valente • Daniel H. Wilson • G. Willow
Wilson • Charles Yu
Told through a series of larger-than-life snapshots, a hilarious memoir in essays about love, sex, marriage, motherhood,
bikinis, and loving your body, no matter what size you are from the acclaimed blogger and body image advocate. Brittany
Gibbons has been a plus size her whole life. But instead of hiding herself in the shadows of thinner women, Brittany
became a wildly popular blogger and national spokesmodel—known for stripping on stage at TedX and standing in Times
Square in a bikini on national television, and making skinny people everywhere uncomfortable. Talking honestly about
size and body image on her popular blog, brittanyherself.com, she has ignited a national conversation. Now in her first
book, she shares hilarious and painfully true stories about her life as a weird overweight girl growing up in rural Ohio,
struggling with dating and relationships, giving the middle finger to dieting, finding love with a man smaller than her,
accidentally having three kids, and figuring out the secret to loving her curves and becoming a nationally recognized body
image advocate. And there’s sex, lots of it! Fat Girl Walking isn’t a diet book. It isn’t one of those former fat people
memoirs about how someone battled, and won, in the fight against fat. Brittany doesn’t lose all the weight and reveal the
happy, skinny girl that’s been hiding inside her. Instead, she reminds us that being chubby doesn’t mean you’ll end up
alone, unhappy, or the subject of a cable medical show. What’s important is learning to love your shape. With her
infectious humor and soul-baring honesty, Fat Girl Walking reveals a life full of the same heartbreak, joy, oddity,
awkwardness, and wonder as anyone else’s. Just with better snacks.
An instant New York Times Bestseller! Named a most anticipated book of 2021 by O Magazine, Playbill.com, CNN, Town
& Country, and more! A magnificent biography of one of the most protean creative forces in American entertainment
history, a life of dazzling highs and vertiginous plunges—some of the worst largely unknown until now—by the acclaimed
author of Pictures at a Revolution and Five Came Back Mike Nichols burst onto the scene as a wunderkind: while still in
his twenties, he was half of a hit improv duo with Elaine May that was the talk of the country. Next he directed four
consecutive hit plays, won back-to-back Tonys, ushered in a new era of Hollywood moviemaking with Who's Afraid of
Virginia Woolf?, and followed it with The Graduate, which won him an Oscar and became the third-highest-grossing
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movie ever. At thirty-five, he lived in a three-story Central Park West penthouse, drove a Rolls-Royce, collected Arabian
horses, and counted Jacqueline Kennedy, Elizabeth Taylor, Leonard Bernstein, and Richard Avedon as friends. Where
he arrived is even more astonishing given where he had begun: born Igor Peschkowsky to a Jewish couple in Berlin in
1931, he was sent along with his younger brother to America on a ship in 1939. The young immigrant boy caught very
few breaks. He was bullied and ostracized--an allergic reaction had rendered him permanently hairless--and his father
died when he was just twelve, leaving his mother alone and overwhelmed. The gulf between these two sets of facts
explains a great deal about Nichols's transformation from lonely outsider to the center of more than one cultural
universe--the acute powers of observation that first made him famous; the nourishment he drew from his creative
partnerships, most enduringly with May; his unquenchable drive; his hunger for security and status; and the depressions
and self-medications that brought him to terrible lows. It would take decades for him to come to grips with his demons. In
an incomparable portrait that follows Nichols from Berlin to New York to Chicago to Hollywood, Mark Harris explores, with
brilliantly vivid detail and insight, the life, work, struggle, and passion of an artist and man in constant motion. Among the
250 people Harris interviewed: Elaine May, Meryl Streep, Stephen Sondheim, Robert Redford, Glenn Close, Tom Hanks,
Candice Bergen, Emma Thompson, Annette Bening, Natalie Portman, Julia Roberts, Lorne Michaels, and Gloria
Steinem. Mark Harris gives an intimate and evenhanded accounting of success and failure alike; the portrait is not always
flattering, but its ultimate impact is to present the full story of one of the most richly interesting, complicated, and
consequential figures the worlds of theater and motion pictures have ever seen. It is a triumph of the biographer's art.
Rebecca Wilson has been seeing her dead husband; or has she? Eighteen years ago, Rebecca married Charlie Wilson
and together they built the largest and most coveted ranch west of the Mississippi, but just a year ago Charlie was killed
by a drunk driver, leaving Rebecca to raise three children and do what she can to save her ranch, "Heaven's Circle."
Ruggedly handsome Cody Johnson, owner of The Jumping Jay Ranch that borders Heaven's Circle, has offered his
help. He has been friends with Charlie and Becca from the first day the Wilson's moved in, but for the past few months he
has been fighting his feelings for this raven haired beauty. Wanting to help her keep her ranch, he offers her money, but
her oldest sixteen year old son Matthew, has over heard the offer and believes Cody only wants their ranch and all that is
on it for himself. Matt will do whatever it takes to keep Cody and his mother apart. Fearing he might never capture
Rebecca's heart, he must somehow convince Matt to let him help save their ranch and solve the mystery behind
Rebecca seeing and talking to her dead husband.
A frank examination of Aretha Franklin, Mark Bego's definitive biography traces her career accomplishments from her
beginnings as a twelve-year-old member of a church choir in the early 1950s, to recording her first album at the age of
fourteen and signing a major recording contract at eighteen, right up through untimely passing in 2018. Originally
positioned to become a gospel star in her father's Detroit church, Aretha had a privileged urban upbringing; ;stars such
as Mahalia Jackson, Dinah Washington, and Sam Cooke regularly visited her father, Rev. C. L. Franklin. It wasn't long
before she was creating a string of hits, from "Respect" to "Freeway of Love"; and becoming one of the most beloved
singers of the twentieth century. This New York Times bestselling author's detailed research includes in-person
interviews with record producers Jerry Wexler, Clyde Otis, and Clive Davis, Aretha's first husband, several of her singing
star contemporaries, and a rare one-on-one session with Aretha herself. Every album, every accolade, and every heartbreaking personal drama is examined with clarity and neutrality, allowing Franklin's colorful story to unfold on its own.
With two teenage pregnancies and an abusive first marriage, drinking problems, battles with her weight, the murder of
her father, and tabloid wars, Aretha's life was a roller coaster. This freshly updated and expanded biography will give
readers a clear understanding of what made Aretha Franklin the "Queen of Soul."
The Incredible Story of a Country Music Legend Few artists have left a more indelible mark on America’s musical
landscape than Charlie Daniels. Readers will experience a soft, personal side of Charlie Daniels that has never before
been documented. In his own words, he presents the path from his post-depression childhood to performing for millions
as one of the most successful country acts of all time and what he has learned along the way. The book also includes
insights into the many musicians that orbited Charlie’s world, including Elvis Presley, Bob Dylan, Willie Nelson, Tammy
Wynette and many more. Charlie was officially inducted into The Country Music Hall of Fame in 2016, shortly before his
80th birthday. He now shares the inside stories, reflections, and rare personal photographs from his earliest days in the
1940s to his self-taught guitar and fiddle playing high school days of the fifties through his rise to music stardom in the
seventies, eighties and beyond. Charlie Daniels presents a life lesson for all of us regardless of profession: “Walk on
stage with a positive attitude. Your troubles are your own and are not included in the ticket price. Some nights you have
more to give than others, but put it all out there every show. You're concerned with the people who showed up, not the
ones who didn't. So give them a show and…Never look at the empty seats!”
A Grunt Level View of Charlie Wilson's War A Cold War adventure that peers inside the exploits of Senator Charlie Wilson and
CIA's Task Force Chief Gust Avrakotos. Strange bedfellows they were... their alliance proved to be one of the most successful
partnerships in the history of the CIA. Stinger: Operation Cyclone centers on the results of these efforts. The adventure begins with
the election of Ronald Regan in 1979. This was the same year that the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan. Early in 1982 POTUS
called for a plan of action to arm and finance the Jihadi warriors known as the Mujahideen. Operation Cyclone was the code name
assigned to this project. CIA Officer Mike Vickers, not a participant in this story, was solicited by Avrakotos to help design and roll
out the blueprint to equip the Mujahideen. Included in this Covert Action program was the Stinger guided missile. This weapon
system would be credited as the major factor in the Russian withdraw in 1989. General Gerald Bushman returns as the Director,
Defense Intelligence Agency. Rick Fontain, who was now a Member, Technical Staff of AT&T's Bell Labs, is brought in for his
expertise with the Stinger technology. His familiarity with the Russian gunship, the Mil Mi24 was just icing on the cake. Rick is reunited with his Redeye instructor, Andy Davis, and together they would lay out a plan to kill buku Russian aircraft. However, the
operation stalls in 1982 and would not move forward until Rick thwarts an assignation attempt on one, Maalouf Torki bin Taisei.
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Mr. Taisei is a Malaysian government official. He is also the largest arms dealer on the Pacific Rim. The KGB gets wind that the
Pakistan ISI has agreed to support Operation Cyclone. Their attacks are fierce. However, the result was not what they expected.
President Regan issued a change to the original operation requirements. The gloves were to come off. Rick Fontain is told to do
whatever it takes to get Stinger into the hands of the Afghan Freedom Fighters. In 1985 President Zia finally OK's the American
plan to provide the Stinger technology to the Mujahideen. American Special Forces, the Green Beret and DELTA, were assigned
to the training center at the ISI's Ojhri Camp. CIA's, LTC Jim Pezlola and CWO Gary Larson, solicit the Mujahideen Command to
provide students for the very first class of Stinger shooters. Rick takes the graduating class into Afghanistan to the Russian
airbase at Bagram. The rest... as they say... is history. Operation Cyclone may not have ended the Cold War, but it certainly had
weakened the Soviet Union's resolve. So much so that in 1993 it financially collapsed. Click Amazon's 'look inside' to start reading
the first chapter and order your copy of this action-packed, fast-moving military Cold War thriller today.
A behind-the-scenes history of the CIA's spy wars with the KGB ranges from 1985, through the Afghan war, to the fall of the Berlin
Wall and the breakup of the Soviet Union, detailing the high-stakes operations and activities of intelligence operatives on both
sides of the conflict. Reprint.
What LAPD cop Parker Hass wants is a world both safe and just for his wife and infant daughter. But then a plague of insomnia
strikes. Working undercover as a drug dealer in a Los Angeles ruled in equal parts by martial law and insurgency, Park is tasked
with cutting off illegal trade in Dreamer, the only drug that can give the infected their precious sleep. After a year of lost leads, Park
stumbles into the perilous shadows cast by the pharmaceutical giant behind Dreamer. Somewhere in those shadows a secret is
hiding. Drawn into the inner circle of a tech guru with a warped agenda, Park delves deeper into the restless world. His wife has
become sleepless, and their daughter may soon share the same fate. For them, he will risk everything. Whatever the cost to
himself.
A Pulitzer Prize-winning intelligence reporter presents a narrative account of a mysterious Jordanian agent that describes how he
infiltrated both al-Qaeda and the CIA before killing himself and seven CIA operatives in a suicide bombing, an event that revealed
sobering agency weaknesses. Reprint.
"Coraline meets Monsters, Inc. in this delightfully entertaining offering from actor [Jason] Segel and co-author [Kirsten]
Miller."—Publishers Weekly The hilariously frightening, middle-grade novel Nightmares! is a Texas Bluebonnet nominee and the
first book in a trilogy about a boy named Charlie and a group of kids who must face their fears to save their town. Sleeping has
never been so scary. And now waking up is even worse! Charlie Laird has several problems. 1. His dad married a woman he is
sure moonlights as a witch. 2. He had to move into her purple mansion, which is NOT a place you want to find yourself after dark.
3.He can’t remember the last time sleeping wasn’t a nightmarish prospect. Like even a nap. What Charlie doesn’t know is that
his problems are about to get a whole lot more real. Nightmares can ruin a good night’s sleep, but when they start slipping out of
your dreams and into the waking world—that’s a line that should never be crossed. And when your worst nightmares start to come
true . . . well, that’s something only Charlie can face. And he’s going to need all the help he can get, or it might just be lights-out
for Charlie Laird. For good. Praise for Nightmares! Book one is a New York Times bestseller and Texas Bluebonnet nominee!
"Charlie Laird, who learns fear will eat you alive if you feed it, makes an impression, and...readers will want to accompany him
again."—The New York Times Book Review "A touching comical saga...about facing things that go bump in the night."—US Weekly
"“[Nightmares!] succeeds at scaring and amusing in equal measure…[It's] sweet, charming, and imaginative."—Kirkus Reviews
"Segel...and Miller build an entertaining, cartoony world full of scary (but not too scary) monsters, silly jokes, plucky kid
heroes...with a promise of adventures to come."—Booklist "An engaging and creative story...woven with a generous amount [of]
humor."—VOYA "There's humor and a fairly high ick-factor."—School Library Journal "Cleverly crafted...This novel presents just the
right mix of 'scary and humorous.'"—ILA Literacy Daily
“A perfect pick for kids who love Rick Riordan.” —Booklist (starred review) “A winner for all kids, but it will be especially loved by
Latinx and Hispanic families.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review) The Lightning Thief meets the Story Thieves series in this middle
grade fantasy inspired by Hispanic folklore, legends, and myths from the Iberian Peninsula and Central and South America.
Charlie Hernández has always been proud of his Latin American heritage. He loves the culture, the art, and especially the myths.
Thanks to his abuela’s stories, Charlie possesses an almost encyclopedic knowledge of the monsters and ghouls who have spent
the last five hundred years haunting the imaginations of children all across the Iberian Peninsula, as well as Central and South
America. And even though his grandmother sometimes hinted that the tales might be more than mere myth, Charlie’s always
been a pragmatist. Even barely out of diapers, he knew the stories were just make-believe—nothing more than intricately woven
fables meant to keep little kids from misbehaving. But when Charlie begins to experience freaky bodily manifestations—ones all too
similar to those described by his grandma in his favorite legend—he is suddenly swept up in a world where the mythical beings
he’s spent his entire life hearing about seem to be walking straight out of the pages of Hispanic folklore and into his life. And even
stranger, they seem to know more about him than he knows about himself. Soon, Charlie finds himself in the middle of an ancient
battle between La Liga, a secret society of legendary mythological beings sworn to protect the Land of the Living, and La Mano
Peluda (a.k.a. the Hairy Hand), a cabal of evil spirits determined to rule mankind. With only the help of his lifelong crush, Violet
Rey, and his grandmother’s stories to guide him, Charlie must navigate a world where monsters and brujas rule and things he
couldn’t possibly imagine go bump in the night. That is, if he has any hope of discovering what’s happening to him and saving his
missing parents (oh, and maybe even the world). No pressure, muchacho.
From the #1 New York Times bestselling series comes the latest title in the Who HQ Now format for trending topics. It tells the
history of a political and social movement that advocates for non-violent civil disobedience and protests against incidents of police
brutality--and all racially motivated violence--against Black people. When a Black teenager named Trayvon Martin was senselessly
killed in 2012, the African American community called for his murderer to be held accountable. But like many other racially sparked
incidents in the past, his killer walked free. People looked for justice and healing in the moment. They turned to social media and a
simple yet powerful hashtag emerged, #BlackLivesMatter. The message grew into an international movement and has now
become the rallying cry during protests against police brutality and racial acts of violence. The movement gained even more
attention and support in 2020 when it called for police reform in the United States after the police-related murder of George Floyd.
“Hollywood Eden brings the lost humanity of the record business vividly back to life ... [Selvin’s] style is blunt, unpretentious and
brisk; he knows how to move things along entertainingly ... Songs about surfboards and convertibles had turned quaint, but in this
book, their coolness is restored.” — New York Times From surf music to hot-rod records to the sunny pop of the Beach Boys, Jan
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& Dean, the Byrds, and the Mama’s & the Papa’s, Hollywood Eden captures the fresh blossom of a young generation who came
together in the epic spring of the 1960s to invent the myth of the California Paradise. Central to the story is a group of sun-kissed
teens from the University High School class of 1959 — a class that included Jan & Dean, Nancy Sinatra, and future members of the
Beach Boys — who came of age in Los Angeles at the dawn of a new golden era when anything seemed possible. These were the
people who invented the idea of modern California for the rest of the world. But their own private struggles belied the paradise
portrayed in their music. What began as a light-hearted frolic under sunny skies ended up crashing down to earth just a few short
but action-packed years later as, one by one, each met their destinies head-on. A rock ’n’ roll opera loaded with violence, deceit,
intrigue, low comedy, and high drama, Hollywood Eden tells the story of a group of young artists and musicians who bumped
heads, crashed cars, and ultimately flew too close to the sun.
Three friends, two love stories, one convention: this fun, feminist love letter to geek culture is all about fandom, friendship, and
finding the courage to be yourself. Charlie likes to stand out. She’s a vlogger and actress promoting her first movie at SupaCon,
and this is her chance to show fans she’s over her public breakup with co-star Reese Ryan. When internet-famous cool-girl
actress Alyssa Huntington arrives as a surprise guest, it seems Charlie’s long-time crush on her isn’t as one-sided as she
thought. Taylor likes to blend in. Her brain is wired differently, making her fear change. And there’s one thing in her life she knows
will never change: her friendship with her best guy friend Jamie—no matter how much she may secretly want it to. But when she
hears about a fan contest for her favorite fandom, she starts to rethink her rules on playing it safe. Queens of Geek by Jen Wilde,
chosen by readers like you for Macmillan's young adult imprint Swoon Reads, is an empowering novel for anyone who has ever
felt that fandom is family. Praise for Queens of Geek: "Jen Wilde's book about two best friends—one a bisexual young woman of
color, the other a young [autistic] woman . . . dealing with anxiety—will be a favorite of anyone who is a fan of geek culture. . . . This
fun book about fierce friendships gives voice to a group of diverse female characters who are so defined by so much more than
just their mental health and sexuality." —Bustle “Queens of Geek is an emotional, lively story full of characters that leap off the
page and slip their hands into yours, inviting you into a world where the geeks and nerds are royalty and fandom is court. Richly
realized and defiantly affirming, Queens of Geek reminds us that adventures and romances aren't limited to archetypes but are, in
fact, for all of us.” —Katherine Locke, author of Second Position, moderator of #GayYABookClub "The characters’ diversity
provides natural opportunities to explore a number of contemporary teen issues, including race, sexual orientation, feminism, and
body image. Some of the most compelling chapters are told from the point of view of Taylor, who fears change, hates crowds, and
is on the autism spectrum. . . . Part of Macmillan’s crowdsourced imprint, this celebration of geek culture and fandom promotes
diversity and being true to oneself." —School Library Journal Praise from the Swoon Reads community: "[Queens of Geek] was an
incredibly compelling read, just because it contained a storyline I ABSORBED, and characters so diverse they were a pleasure to
read! . . . Mix that with the romance, self-discovery of self-worth, and all the geeky references, this made for a perfect read! I
honestly couldn't put it down, reading late into the night to see what happened next! " —Zoie K, reader on SwoonReads.com "I love
how interesting the story was and how the author adressed the characters' diversity without glossing over it or making it all about
that. . . . It reminded me a little of Fangirl." —Lizzie, reader on SwoonReads.com
The New York Times bestselling novel about a young man practicing magic in the real world, now an original series on SYFY “The
Magicians is to Harry Potter as a shot of Irish whiskey is to a glass of weak tea. . . . Hogwarts was never like this.” —George R.R.
Martin “Sad, hilarious, beautiful, and essential to anyone who cares about modern fantasy.” —Joe Hill “A very knowing and
wonderful take on the wizard school genre.” —John Green “The Magicians may just be the most subversive, gripping and
enchanting fantasy novel I’ve read this century.” —Cory Doctorow “This gripping novel draws on the conventions of contemporary
and classic fantasy novels in order to upend them . . . an unexpectedly moving coming-of-age story.” —The New Yorker “The best
urban fantasy in years.” —A.V. Club Quentin Coldwater is brilliant but miserable. A high school math genius, he’s secretly
fascinated with a series of children’s fantasy novels set in a magical land called Fillory, and real life is disappointing by
comparison. When Quentin is unexpectedly admitted to an elite, secret college of magic, it looks like his wildest dreams have
come true. But his newfound powers lead him down a rabbit hole of hedonism and disillusionment, and ultimately to the dark
secret behind the story of Fillory. The land of his childhood fantasies turns out to be much darker and more dangerous than he
ever could have imagined. . . . The prequel to the New York Times bestselling book The Magician King and the #1 bestseller The
Magician's Land, The Magicians is one of the most daring and inventive works of literary fantasy in years. No one who has
escaped into the worlds of Narnia and Harry Potter should miss this breathtaking return to the landscape of the imagination.
An Apple Books Best of the Month Selection A Publishers Weekly Summer Reads 2020 Editors’ Pick A Library Journal “12
Novels Featuring Protagonists on the Autism Spectrum” Selection A chilling murder in a prestigious prep school is at the heart of
this riveting novel from acclaimed author Charlie Donlea, featuring forensic reconstructionist Rory Moore and her psychologist
partner, Lane Phillips. Inside the walls of Indiana’s elite Westmont Preparatory High School, expectations run high and rules are
strictly enforced. But in the woods beyond the manicured campus sits an abandoned boarding house, infamous among
Westmont’s students as a late-night hangout. Here, only one rule applies: don’t let your candle go out—unless you want the Man
in the Mirror to find you . . . One year ago, two students were killed there in a grisly slaughter. The case has become the focus of a
hit podcast, The Suicide House. Though a teacher was convicted of the murders, questions remain. The most urgent: why so
many students who survived that horrific night have returned to the boarding house—to kill themselves. Rory is working on the
podcast with Lane, recreating the night of the killings in order to find the elusive answers. But the more they learn, the more
convinced they are that the sinister game inside Westmont Prep hasn’t ended. It thrives on secrecy and silence. And for its
players, there may be no way to win—or to survive . . .
She's been dirt poor; she's been filthy rich. Rich was more fun. She married three times, divorced twice, found her true love, and
lost him to cancer. At twenty-one, she was told she would soon die. She lived. Doctors said she'd never be able to have children.
She had 'em. She's bargained with God, dictators, and Democrats. She's partied with princes, presidents, premiers, Barbara
Walters, Anwar Sadat, Margaret Thatcher, Tom Hanks, and Francisco Franco . . . though not all at the same time. She captivated
powerful men with her feminine charm, and then persuaded them toward unlikely political alliances through her formidable
intelligence. She waltzed with Prince Philip in Buckingham Palace, dressed in men's clothes and smuggled herself in a barrel
across the Pakistani border, threw a Roman-themed party so extravagant it was featured in Life magazine, and survived a Soviet
gunship attack in the mountains of Afghanistan. Joanne Herring, the Houston socialite portrayed by Julia Roberts in the film
Charlie Wilson's War, is far more colorful, funny, and likable than any screenwriter could have guessed. The former Texas
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television anchor is known for her improbable fight with the mujahideen against the former Soviet Union. But her full story-with all
its God, guns, and Gucci glory-has never been told. Born in the man's world of Texas in a time when women had limited choices,
Joanne Herring blazed a trail with allies as unlikely as Charlie Wilson, Pierre Cardin, and President Ronald Reagan . . . and in so
doing forged new paths for women in Pakistan, Afghanistan, and America.
The existence of angels has been kept secret for centuries. They watch over the earth, and over humans, from each of the four
hidden realms around the globe, acting as Guardians, Nurturers, or Disciples. Gale Geffen has trained his entire life to be a
Guardian, to follow in his parents' footsteps and to protect the Human Plane from demons. But for the past two years, Gale has
been given the boring task of his title-fixing the ozone layer. His fate remains stagnant until God calls upon Gale and his friends
with a different task in mind. A lurking evil in the Realm of Hell wants to eradicate the Human Plane, but in order to stop this evil,
the trio must find another for this fight. They're tasked with finding her. The prophesied vine. The human...
In the wake of a devastating disease, everyone sixteen and older is either dead or a decomposing, brainless creature with a
ravenous appetite for flesh. Teens have barricaded themselves in buildings throughout London and venture outside only when
they need to scavenge for food. The group of kids living a Waitrose supermarket is beginning to run out of options. When a
mysterious traveler arrives and offers them safe haven at Buckingham Palace, they begin a harrowing journey across London. But
their fight is far from over-the threat from within the palace is as real as the one outside it. Full of unexpected twists and quickthinking heroes, The Enemy is a fast-paced, white-knuckle tale of survival in the face of unimaginable horror.
With an extensive collection of photographs and easy-to-understand text, veteran paddlers Charlie Wilson and Lou Glaros explain
freestyle canoeing for both the beginner and the expert.
Kids love fast food. And the fast food industry definitely loves kids. It couldn’t survive without them. Did you know that the biggest
toy company in the world is McDonald’s? It’s true. In fact, one out of every three toys given to a child in the United States each
year is from a fast food restaurant. Not only has fast food reached into the toy industry, it’s moving into our schools. One out of
every five public schools in the United States now serves brand name fast food. But do kids know what they’re eating? Where do
fast food hamburgers come from? And what makes those fries taste so good? When Eric Schlosser’s best-selling book, Fast
Food Nation, was published for adults in 2001, many called for his groundbreaking insight to be shared with young people. Now
Schlosser, along with co-writer Charles Wilson, has investigated the subject further, uncovering new facts children need to know.
In Chew On This, they share with kids the fascinating and sometimes frightening truth about what lurks between those sesame
seed buns, what a chicken ‘nugget’ really is, and how the fast food industry has been feeding off children for generations.

A graphic novel prequel to Hill's New York Times-bestselling novel NOS4A2. Discover the terrifying funhouse world of
Christmasland and the ageless monster who rules it. Climb into the passenger seat as Hill and artist Charlie "Talent"
Wilson III explore Charlie Manx's twisted beginnings, introduce a new and depraved cast of characters to Christmasland,
and take us for a 100 MPH ride down an icy nightmare road in a car with no brakes...
"A sophisticated, deeply informed account of real life in the real CIA that adds immeasurably to the public understanding
of the espionage culture—the good and the bad." —Bob Woodward Jack Devine ran Charlie Wilson's War in Afghanistan. It
was the largest covert action of the Cold War, and it was Devine who put the brand-new Stinger missile into the hands of
the mujahideen during their war with the Soviets, paving the way to a decisive victory against the Russians. He also
pushed the CIA's effort to run down the narcotics trafficker Pablo Escobar in Colombia. He tried to warn the director of
central intelligence, George Tenet, that there was a bullet coming from Iraq with his name on it. He was in Chile when
Allende fell, and he had too much to do with Iran-Contra for his own taste, though he tried to stop it. And he tangled with
Rick Ames, the KGB spy inside the CIA, and hunted Robert Hanssen, the mole in the FBI. Good Hunting: An American
Spymaster's Story is the spellbinding memoir of Devine's time in the Central Intelligence Agency, where he served for
more than thirty years, rising to become the acting deputy director of operations, responsible for all of the CIA's spying
operations. This is a story of intrigue and high-stakes maneuvering, all the more gripping when the fate of our geopolitical
order hangs in the balance. But this book also sounds a warning to our nation's decision makers: covert operations, not
costly and devastating full-scale interventions, are the best safeguard of America's interests worldwide. Part memoir, part
historical redress, Good Hunting debunks outright some of the myths surrounding the Agency and cautions against its
misuses. Beneath the exotic allure—living abroad with his wife and six children, running operations in seven countries,
and serving successive presidents from Nixon to Clinton—this is a realist, gimlet-eyed account of the Agency. Now, as
Devine sees it, the CIA is trapped within a larger bureaucracy, losing swaths of turf to the military, and, most ominous of
all, is becoming overly weighted toward paramilitary operations after a decade of war. Its capacity to do what it does
best—spying and covert action—has been seriously degraded. Good Hunting sheds light on some of the CIA's deepest
secrets and spans an illustrious tenure—and never before has an acting deputy director of operations come forth with
such an account. With the historical acumen of Steve Coll's Ghost Wars and gripping scenarios that evoke the novels of
John le Carré even as they hew closely to the facts on the ground, Devine offers a master class in spycraft.
"Celebrating 30 years of Purple Rain"--Cover.
"This is the first book in a new series and boy does it start with a bang...." Read All About It."WOW!!!! This book gave me
a book hangover! I started the book and in one sitting I finished it at 4am this morning." Heather Ambrose"My criteria for
a good book is one that makes me laugh and cry. I was giggling by page 9 and hooked by page 27. Crying came later.
Will reread again and again until the next one comes out." Judith Weaver. Description: "Charles, the reserved,
mysterious, and unattainable guy I had a major crush on in college, got tangled up with the wrong crowd. Being the heir
to one of the largest business dynasties in the US made Charles a target for the narcissistic and cunning cult leader
O'Brien. Now, I'm flying to Dublin to get him out. "With degrees in both anthropology and psychology, twenty-seven-yearold Liv feels confident that she can see through Conor O'Brien's manipulative ways. However, it's been years since she
and Charles last met; will he even remember her and will he trust her? Charles and Liv are about to learn just how
dangerous it is to go up against a possessive psychopath like Conor O'Brien.Charlie is the first installment in Elin Peer's
contemporary romance series Cultivated, which offers suspense and drama. Like all her books, this one has a fast pace,
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lots of great dialogue, and it leaves you wanting more.Get this book today and prepare for a long night of intense reading.
This book is an alternative guide to the skills required to get into and have a successful career in the post-production
industry. It is filled with tips on how to choose the segment of the industry you wish to work in, key roles: how to get them
and what they entail. The 'Rules for Survival' are packed with little secrets on how to interact with clients and colleagues
and how to get out of awkward situations with dignity. This is the essential guide to working successfully in the everchanging and increasingly competitive global landscape of post-production. Klaudija Cermak is a visual effects artist
working in London's Soho. She has over 20 years' experience in film, advertising and TV post-production. Her credits
include Gladiator, Harry Potter, Troy, Virtual History and numerous commercials for major brands.
How far would you go to say goodbye? Martin and Charlie are journeying 421 miles across England to find out, but are
they prepared for what they find when they get there? Thirteen-year-old Martin and his younger brother Charlie are on a
very special journey. They're traveling 421 miles all the way from Preston in northern England to the very tip of Cornwall
in the southwest. By train, bus, and taxi, they are determined to get there to catch a glimpse of the dolphin that regularly
visits the harbor and made last year's family vacation so special. But is that the only reason they are going? Mom stays in
bed all day and Dad is always at work. Martin is doing his best to be a good big brother, but Martin must come to terms
with why he and Charlie are making the journey to Cornwall in the first place. Charlie and Me is an unforgettable novel
that is funny, adventurous, and heartbreaking.
The bold and boundlessly original debut novel from the Oscar®-winning screenwriter of Being John Malkovich,
Adaptation, Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind, and Synecdoche, New York. LONGLISTED FOR THE CENTER FOR
FICTION FIRST NOVEL PRIZE • “A dyspeptic satire that owes much to Kurt Vonnegut and Thomas Pynchon . . .
propelled by Kaufman’s deep imagination, considerable writing ability and bull’s-eye wit."—The Washington Post “An
astonishing creation . . . riotously funny . . . an exceptionally good [book].”—The New York Times Book Review •
“Kaufman is a master of language . . . a sight to behold.”—NPR NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
NPR AND MEN’S HEALTH B. Rosenberger Rosenberg, neurotic and underappreciated film critic (failed academic,
filmmaker, paramour, shoe salesman who sleeps in a sock drawer), stumbles upon a hitherto unseen film made by an
enigmatic outsider—a film he’s convinced will change his career trajectory and rock the world of cinema to its core. His
hands on what is possibly the greatest movie ever made—a three-month-long stop-motion masterpiece that took its
reclusive auteur ninety years to complete—B. knows that it is his mission to show it to the rest of humanity. The only
problem: The film is destroyed, leaving him the sole witness to its inadvertently ephemeral genius. All that’s left of this
work of art is a single frame from which B. must somehow attempt to recall the film that just might be the last great hope
of civilization. Thus begins a mind-boggling journey through the hilarious nightmarescape of a psyche as lushly
Kafkaesque as it is atrophied by the relentless spew of Twitter. Desperate to impose order on an increasingly
nonsensical existence, trapped in a self-imposed prison of aspirational victimhood and degeneratively inclusive language,
B. scrambles to re-create the lost masterwork while attempting to keep pace with an ever-fracturing culture of “likes” and
arbitrary denunciations that are simultaneously his bête noire and his raison d’être. A searing indictment of the modern
world, Antkind is a richly layered meditation on art, time, memory, identity, comedy, and the very nature of existence
itself—the grain of truth at the heart of every joke.
Charlie Engle’s “fascinating account of the high and low points of his life as an ultramarathon runner…is uplifting and
inspirational” (Publishers Weekly) as he describes his globe-spanning races, his record-breaking run across the Sahara
Desert, and how running helped him overcome drug addiction—and an unjust stint in federal prison. After a decade-long
addiction to crack cocaine and alcohol, Charlie Engle hit bottom with a near-fatal six-day binge that ended in a hail of
bullets. As Engle got sober, he turned to running, which became his lifeline, his pastime, and his salvation. He began with
marathons, and when marathons weren’t far enough, he began to take on ultramarathons, races that went for thirty-five,
fifty, and sometimes hundreds of miles, traveling to some of the most unforgiving places on earth to race. The Matt
Damon-produced documentary, Running the Sahara, followed Engle as he lead a team on a harrowing, record breaking
4,500-mile run across the Sahara Desert, which helped raise millions of dollars for charity. Charlie’s growing notoriety
led to an investigation and a subsequent unjust conviction for mortgage fraud for which he spent sixteen months in
federal prison in Beckley, West Virginia. While in jail, Engle pounded the small prison track, running endlessly in circles.
Soon his fellow inmates were joining him, struggling to keep their spirits up in dehumanizing circumstances. In Running
Man, Charlie Engle tells the surprising, funny, and emotional story of his life, detailing his setbacks and struggles—from
coping with addiction to serving time in prison—and how he blazed a path to freedom by putting one foot in front of the
other. “A fast-paced, well-written account of a man who accepts pain, pushes beyond imagined limits, and ultimately
finds redemption and peace” (Booklist), this is a raw and triumphant account about finding the threshold of human
endurance, and transcending it.
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