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Contemporary Sociological Theory
Introducing the founders of sociological theory – from Marx, Weber, Durkheim
and Martineau through to Simmel, DuBois, Mead and others – this accessible
textbook locates each thinker within their own social, political and historical
context. By doing so, it helps readers to understand the development of central
sociological concepts and how they can help us understand the contemporary
world. The book includes: Lively biographical sections to help readers get to
know each thinker Clear and easy-to-understand accounts of each theorist’s
arguments - and the most common criticisms Key concept boxes highlighting the
most influential ideas This comprehensive, enlightening text brings the rich and
diverse field of classical sociological theory to life.
Introducing readers to the most important thinkers and schools of thought in
contemporary sociological theory – from Parsons and Merton to the Frankfurt
School to Foucault, Bourdieu, Giddens and Hochschild – this accessible textbook
firmly locates key ideas in social, political and historical context. By doing so, it
helps students understand the development of central sociological concepts and
how they can help us understand the contemporary world. The book includes:
Lively biographical sections to help readers get to know each thinker Clear and
Page 1/22

Read PDF Contemporary Sociological Theory
easy-to-understand accounts of each theorist’s arguments - and the most
common criticisms Key concept boxes highlighting the most influential ideas This
comprehensive textbook brings the diverse field of contemporary sociological
theory to life. Essential reading for all students in Sociology and Sociological
Theory.
This concise text, covers both classical and contemporary social thought. It
traces the major schools of thought over the past 150 years as they appear and
reappear in different chapters and looks at important new voices in social theory.
The treatment of individual theories and theorists is balanced with the
development of key themes and ideas about social life.
Praised for its conversational tone, personal examples, and helpful pedagogical
tools, the Fourth Edition of Explorations in Classical Sociological Theory: Seeing
the Social World is organized around the modern ideas of progress, knowledge,
and democracy. With this historical thread woven throughout the chapters, the
book examines the works and intellectual contributions of major classical
theorists, including Marx, Spencer, Durkheim, Weber, Mead, Simmel, Martineau,
Gilman, Douglass, Du Bois, Parsons, and the Frankfurt School. Kenneth Allan
and new co-author Sarah Daynes focus on the specific views of each theorist,
rather than schools of thought, and highlight modernity and postmodernity to help
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contemporary readers understand how classical sociological theory applies to
their lives.
Contemporary Sociological Theory covers developments in the discipline from
the 1930s and includes important new voices in social theory, including female
theorists. The treatment of individual theories and theorists is balanced with the
development of key themes and ideas about social life, including race, class and
gender.
Now with SAGE Publishing, Contemporary Sociological Theory and Its Classical
Roots: The Basics, is a brief survey of sociology's major theorists and theoretical
approaches, from the Classical founders to the present. With updated
scholarship in the new Fifth Edition, authors George Ritzer and Jeffrey Stepnisky
connect many theorists and schools of thought together under broad headings
that offer students a synthesized view of sociological theory. This text is perfect
for those who want an accessible overview of the entire tradition of sociological
thinking, with an emphasis on the contemporary relevance of theory.
Stephen K. Sanderson s latest book recaptures a scientific theoretical sociology,
one whose fundamental aim is the formulation of real theories that can be
empirically tested. Sanderson reviews the major theoretical traditions within
contemporary sociology, explicating their key principles, critically evaluating
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these principles and their applications, and showcasing exemplars. He judges
each tradition by asking whether it has generated falsifiable research programs.
Although principally a work of theoretical critique, "Rethinking Sociological
Theory" is also a valuable textbook for both undergraduate and graduate courses
in sociological theory."
This is the first textbook for sociological theory that is modeled after the texts
routinely available for introductory sociology courses. It is concise (although it
covers a lot of ground), written in a highly accessible fashion, and includes much
of the pedagogy that one expects to find in an introductory text. The book stems
from the need of some instructors for a short text to be used in one-semester
courses in contemporary sociological theory, or sociological theory more
generally. At least some students (and their instructors) have found other texts
too long, too dense and too complex. This volume is not only short, but
comparatively light (but not lightweight) and less technical.
This book discusses and analyzes sociological theory as it is practiced today. It
focuses on writers whose work has most influenced social theory and the way
sociologists currently approach and analyze their subject matter.
The revised third edition of the text that combines classical and contemporary
theories of sociological theory Thoroughly revised and updated, the third edition
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of an Introduction to Sociological Theory offers an in-depth introduction to
classical and contemporary theories, and demonstrates their relevance to offer a
clear understanding of a broad range of contemporary issues and topics. As with
the previous editions, the text continues to combine carefully selected primary
quotations from a broad range of theorists with extensive discussion and
illustrative examples from a diverse range of countries, helpful timelines of
important and thematically relevant events, biographical notes, contemporary
topic boxes, analytical photos, and chapter glossaries. The text addresses topics
such as the persistence of economic and social inequality, Brexit, post-truth
society, same-sex marriage, digital surveillance and the on-demand gig
economy. Written in an engaging style, Introduction to Sociological Theory offers
a comprehensive introduction to the pluralistic breadth and wide-ranging
applicability of sociological theory. This updated edition of the authoritative text:
Contains both classical and contemporary theories in a single text Builds on
excerpts from original theoretical writings with detailed discussion of the concepts
and ideas under review Includes new examples of current empirical topics such
as Brexit, Donald Trump’s presidency, China’s growing economic power, global
warming, intersectionality, social media, and much more Offers additional
resources including a website that contains multiple choice and essay questions,
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a thoroughly refreshed set of PowerPoint slides for each chapter with multimedia
links to content illustrative of sociological processes, a list of complementary
primary readings, a quotation bank, and other background materials Written for
undergraduate courses in contemporary and classical sociological theory, the
third edition of an Introduction to Sociological Theory continues to provide a
comprehensive, in-depth, and empirically engaging, introduction to sociological
theory.
'With exemplary clarity, John Scott expertly guides us through key modern
theorizations of social system and social action. Not only is Scott's assessment of
recent attempts to synthesise these two dimensions of sociology's core dualism
very useful for students and teachers of sociology, it represents a valuable
theoretical contribution in its own right.' Gregor McLennan, University of Bristol,
UK Acclaim for the first edition: 'Scott's thorough mastery of sociological theory is
clearly evident in this work. Moreover, he is a gifted explicator of complex and
frequently obfuscated theoretical positions. . . His scholarship here is first-rate,
and his considered reflections deserve the attention of students and professional
colleagues alike.' W.P. Nye, Choice, Outstanding Academic Book of the Year
1995 Sociological Theory, Second Edition is a lively and accessible introduction
to contemporary sociological debates. With additional material on theoretical
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developments since 1995, this substantially updated work is a systematic and
comprehensive text presenting clear arguments on the relative merits of the
different positions taken within sociological theory. In this second edition John
Scott has re-ordered the chapters and chapter sections to draw out a strong
narrative on contention and convergence in sociological theory. A consideration
of the work of Talcott Parsons sets the scene for subsequent debates on
neofunctionalist, symbolic interactionist, rational choice, and conflict theories,
together with recent developments in structuralism and post-structuralism. This
second editon has been re-cast and updated to give a fuller discussion of the
syntheses produced by Anthony Giddens and Jürgen Habermas, tracing their
lineage back to Parsons's framework. It considers the various views of modern
society depicted in these syntheses and it reviews the wider debates on
modernity and post-modernity. The central argument of the book is that advances
in sociological understanding arise from the synthesis of rival ideas, and it
concludes with an exploration of those areas in which sociological theory is in
need of further development. New features of the second edition include: greater
prominence for neofunctionalism in relation to earlier structural-functional
theories discussion of the theoretical ideas of Pierre Bourdieu expanded
coverage of post-structuralist theoretical ideas in relation to structuralist theories
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positioning of ethnomethodology and conversation analysis in relation to earlier
work on symbolic interactionism a stronger positioning of debates over modernity
and post-modernity as extensions of general theoretical debates. Authoritative,
comprehensive and written in a thoroughly accessible style, this text will have
major appeal to students, researchers, teachers and specialists in sociological
theory.
This book offers a comprehensive overview of the major theoretical perspectives
in contemporary sociology, covering schools of thought or intellectual movements
within the discipline, as well as the work of individual scholars. The author
provides not only a rigorous exposition of each theory, but also an examination of
the scholarly reception of the approach in question, considering both critical
responses and defences in order to reach a balanced evaluation. Chapters cover
the following theorists and perspectives: ¢ Alexander ¢ Bourdieu ¢
Ethnomethodology ¢ Exchange Theory ¢ Foucault ¢ Giddens ¢ Goffman ¢
Habermas ¢ Luhmann ¢ Merton ¢ Network and Social Capital Theory ¢ Parsons
¢ Rational Choice Theory ¢ Schutz and Phenomenalism ¢ Structuralism ¢
Symbolic Interactionism An accessible and informative treatment of the central
approaches in sociology over the course of the last century, this volume marks a
significant contribution to sociological theory and constitutes an essential addition
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to library collections in the areas of the history of sociology and contemporary
social theory.
This comprehensive collection of classical sociological theory is a definitive guide
to the roots of sociology from its undisciplined beginnings to its current influence
on contemporary sociological debate. Explores influential works of Marx,
Durkheim, Weber, Mead, Simmel, Freud, Du Bois, Adorno, Marcuse, Parsons,
and Merton Editorial introductions lend historical and intellectual perspective to
the substantial readings Includes a new section with new readings on the
immediate "pre-history" of sociological theory, including the Enlightenment and
de Tocqueville Individual reading selections are updated throughout
This social theory text combines the structure of a print reader with the ability to
tailor the course via an extensive interactive website. Readings from important
classical and contemporary theorists are placed in conversation with one another
through core themes—the puzzle of social order, the dark side of modernity,
identity, etc. The website includes videos, interactive commentaries, summaries
of key concepts, exams and quizzes, annotated selections from key readings,
classroom activities, and more. See the website at www.routledgesoc.com/theory
New to the second edition: Expanded web content. Teacher/student feedback
employed to clarify difficult concepts. Reframed contemporary section now offers
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readings by Robert Merton, Bruno Latour, David Harvey, Zygmut Bauman, and
Anthony Giddens.
Three sociologists from the University of Barcelona set out not the theories they
like best, but the ones that are most used, and most referred to in contemporary
sociological practice. They write primarily for students of sociology, but also, they
say, for social activists involved in daily struggle. Annotation (c)2003 Book News,
Inc., Portland, OR (booknews.com).
This unique hybrid of text and readings combines the major writings of
sociology’s core classical and contemporary theorists with an historical as well
as theoretical framework for understanding them. This novel approach provides
students the analytical guidance necessary to interpret the readings. No other
theory text combines such "student-friendly" explanation and analysis with
original theoretical works.
This comprehensive survey and assessment of sociological theories of the relations
between societies and their 'natural' biophysical environment touches on and
addresses virtually all of the major perspectives, focal points, and debates in
environmental sociology today. At the same time, the book aims to go beyond an
inventory of environmental sociological theory by stressing how new ground can be
broken in the articulation of environmental sociology with major classical and
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contemporary sociological theories.
The authors are proud sponsors of the 2020 SAGE Keith Roberts Teaching Innovations
Award—enabling graduate students and early career faculty to attend the annual ASA
pre-conference teaching and learning workshop. Now available for the first time in print
and e-book formats Classical and Contemporary Sociological Theory: Text and
Readings offers students with the best of both worlds—carefully-edited excerpts from the
original works of sociology?s key thinkers accompanied by an analytical framework that
discusses the lives, ideas, and historical circumstances of each theorist. This unique
format enables students to examine, compare, and contrast each theorist’s major
themes and concepts. In the Fourth Edition of this bestseller, examples from
contemporary life and a rich variety of updated pedagogical tools (tables, figures,
discussion questions, and photographs) come together to illuminate complex ideas for
today’s readers. Attention Instructors! Free digital resources are included with this text.
Learn more.
MySearchLab provides students with a complete understanding of the research
process so they can complete research projects confidently and efficiently. Students
and instructors with an internet connection can visit www.MySearchLab.com and
receive immediate access to thousands of full articles from the EBSCO ContentSelect
database. In addition, MySearchLab offers extensive content on the research process
itself—including tips on how to navigate and maximize time in the campus library, a stepPage 11/22
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by-step guide on writing a research paper, and instructions on how to finish an
academic assignment with endnotes and bibliography. This accessible guide to the
maze of modern sociological theory features a collection of 39 essays written by
prominent American and European theorists – representing the last fifty years of
sociological work.
Sociological Theory in the Contemporary Era, Second Edition, combines well-edited,
important original writings from sociology’s core contemporary theorists with
introductory text that provides a historical and theoretical framework for understanding
them. Authors Scott Appelrouth and Laura Desfor Edles use this unique text/reader
approach to introduce students to contemporary sociological theory in a lively and
engaging fashion. The text/reader provides not only a biographical and theoretical
summary of each theorist’s works but also an overarching scaffolding that students can
use to examine, compare, and contrast each theorist’s major themes and concepts.
The book also offers discussions of past social and intellectual milieus to provide a
holistic picture of the development of the theories discussed.
This volume is designed as a basic text for upper level and graduate courses in
contemporary sociological theory. Most sociology programs require their majors to take
at least one course in sociological theory, sometimes two. A typical breakdown is
between classical and contemporary theory. Theory is perhaps one of the bro- est
areas of sociological inquiry and serves as a foundation or framework for more
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specialized study in specific substantive areas of the field. In addition, the study of
sociological theory can readily be related to various aspects of other social science
disciplines as well. From the very beginning sociology has been characterized by
alternative theoretical perspectives. Classical theory includes the European founding
figures of the dis- pline whose works were produced during the later half of the
nineteenth century and the first couple of decades of the twentieth century plus early
American th- rists. For most of the second half of the twentieth century, a fairly high
consensus has developed among American sociologists regarding these major
founders, p- ticularly with regard to the works of Durkheim and Weber in analyzing the
overall society and of Simmel in analyzing social interaction processes. Since the late
1960s and early 1970s the influence of Marx has also been recognized. Recent
decades have also witnessed an increased emphasis on the important contributions of
several pioneering feminist perspectives in the early years of sociology.
In the Third Edition of Ken Allan's highly-praised Contemporary Social and Sociological
Theory book, sociological theories and theorists are explored using a straightforward
approach and conversational, jargon-free language. Filled with examples drawn from
everyday life, this edition highlights diversity in contemporary society, exploring theories
of race, gender, and sexuality that address some of today's most important social
concerns. Through this textbook students will learn to think theoretically and apply to
their own lives.
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This comprehensive collection of contemporary sociological theory is the definitive
guide to current perspectives and approaches in the field, examining key topics and
debates in the field. Collects the most representative material available on topics such
as symbolic interactionism, phenomenology, structuralism, network theory, critical
theory, feminist theory, and the debates over modernity and postmodernity Includes
examinations of the work of Foucault, Giddens, and Bourdieu A new section for this
edition opens up the debate on power and inequality Thematically organized
Gives readers an overview of the contemporary schools of sociological thought. This
book integrates key theories with biographical sketches of theorists, placing readings in
context and helping students understand the diversity of contemporary theory. It reflects
debates in sociology and includes sections on Actor-Network theory, and more.

Offering an insightful critique of many sociological theories, this new edition
focuses on the relationship between sociological theory and empirical scientific
studies, rather than on theory and philosophy. It covers the analysis of function,
social conflict theories, and processes of social interaction. For professionals in
the field of sociology.
A pithy and clear guide to the process of creating and evaluating theory in the
social sciences. Using a simple model of theory creation and assessment--and
applying it in depth to foundational and still-relevant social and economic
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theorists such as Durkheim, Marx and Parsons--Neil Smelser shows the way to a
better understanding of what social, political, and similar theory is supposed to
accomplish...and how it can be read critically. First appearing in 1971 as a
monograph drawn from his undergraduate class on sociological theory, Dr.
Smelser's how-to book is now presented in modern format and with his timeless
examples and explanations. Featuring a new Preface by the author, as well as a
new 2011 Foreword by Arlie Russell Hochschild, this book makes understanding
the insides of a theoretical framework as clear as such a daunting feat can
credibly be accomplished. Useful for students and researchers learning the tools
to read all sorts of theory in a critical manner, its republication and new
presentation bring Dr. Smelser's legendary course on social theory to a new
generation. Quality ebook formatting includes active Table of Contents, linked
footnotes, legible graphics, and linked Index of Sections. The original page
numbers are embedded for continuity of citation and syllabi. Part of the Classics
of the Social Sciences Series from Quid Pro Books. Available in digital and new
paperback edition.
This innovative new reader on contemporary sociological theory has a Canadian
emphasis. This volume unites 21 influential European and American social
theorists with 13 Canadian thinkers and writers to offer a strong Canadian
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interpretation of international theoretical currents spanning almost 80 years.
Ideally designed for undergraduate courses as an introduction to modern
sociological theory, the first section masterfully introduces the major theoretical
offerings of the 20th century: structural functionalism, symbolic interaction, and
feminist analysis. It also profiles themes of class conflict and the state; and
modernism, culture, and change. The second section is devoted to critical
themes for the 21st century. This includes postmodernity and its critics; society,
subjects, and the self; globalization and global consciousness; and
postcolonialism, diaspora, citizenship, and identity. Unique features of the book
are its provocative presentation of 21st-century themes, and the inclusion of
many of today's most influential social thinkers, such as Edward Said, Stuart Hall,
Jurgen Habermas, Ulrich Beck, Jean Baudrillard, and Pierre Bourdieu. The
Canadian content includes readings from key Canadian scholars and social
critics, such as Dorothy Smith, Naomi Klein, Mariana Valverde, Leo Panitch,
John Porter, Charles Taylor, David Lyon, and Will Kymlicka. This book will be an
essential text for modern sociological theory courses offered in sociology
departments across Canada.
This book examines the assumptions and concepts of the five major sociological
theories and the classical roots of the modern theories. It focuses specifically on
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functionalism, conflict theory, theories of rational choice, symbolic interactionism,
and phenomenology. Focusing on writers whose work has most influenced social
theory, this book explores the key concepts of each theory, the background of the
major theorists, empirical applications, and everyday "lay" use of each
perspective. The book also features examples of research based on actual
theory, direct quotations from major theorists, and feminist contributions and
critiques on each major perspective. The fifth edition of Contemporary
Sociological Theory: Continuing the Classical Tradition has been revised to
include more feminist contributions, a new chapter on Evolution and Modernity:
Macrosociological Perspectives, and updated material on Rediscovering the
Body. An essential reference for every professional whose work is related to
sociology.
This Handbook provides the hidden common threads that tie sociological inquiry
together and featuring eminent scholars, it separates itself from its predecessors
in substance and organization. Rather than rehashing old debates or longingly
gazing at the past, this book presents sociologists with new ways of
conceptualizing the organization and presentation of sociological theory. At the
heart of this Handbook’s vision is the twin goals of making theory a viable
enterprise by reconceptualizing how we teach theory and keeping theory closely
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tied to its empirical applications. Three strategies are offered: (1) Elucidating how
classic issues like integration or interaction are interrogated today; (2) Presenting
a coherent vision of the social levels of reality that theorists work on such as
communities, groups, and the self as well as how the coherence of these levels
speaks to the macro-micro link; and, (3) Theorizing the social world rather than
celebrating theorists or theories; that is, one can look at how theory is used
holistically to understand the constraints the social world places on our lived
experience or the dynamics of social change. Hence, in the second decade of the
21st century, it has become clear that sociology is at a crossroads as the number
of theorists and amount of theory available is increasingly unmanageable and
unknowable by the vast majority of professionals and students. As such, this
Handbook of Contemporary Sociological Theory presents the novice and the
expert with the a roadmap for traversing this crossroad and building a more
coherent, robust, and cumulative sociology.
The new, updated edition of the authoritative and comprehensive survey of
modern sociology The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Sociology, Second Edition
is an authoritative survey of the major topics, current and emerging trends, and
contemporary issues in the study of human social relationships and institutions. A
collection of contributions from globally-recognized scholars and experts explore
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the theoretical and methodological foundations of sociology, new and established
debates, and the most current research in the field. Broad in scope, this book
covers a multitude of topics ranging from crime, urbanization, sexuality, and
education to new questions surrounding big data, authoritarian capitalism, and
the rise of nationalism. Since the first edition of the Companion was published,
new developments have emerged and new problems have been created such as
the omnipresence of social media, political and institutional upheaval, and the
global refugee and immigration crises. This revised and updated second edition
describes and explains social changes that have occurred in the past several
years, both within the field of sociology and society as a whole. Previous material
has been updated to reflect current research, while eleven new chapters address
topics including feminist theory, debt and social change, and armed conflict and
war. This comprehensive volume: Offers an engaging and accessible guide to
the field of sociology, revised and updated for the second edition Presents wideranging, comprehensive coverage of the discipline Explores issues of
contemporary relevance such as digital media and consumption Reflects state-ofthe-art scholarship and contemporary debates New chapters for the second
edition cover essential topics including feminist theory, armed conflict, big data,
authoritarian capitalism, debt and social change, and the rise of nationalism The
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Wiley Blackwell Companion to Sociology, Second Edition is an invaluable
resource for academics and graduate students, researchers, scholars, and
educators in the discipline of sociology and allied fields such as anthropology,
human geography, political science, and psychology.
Written by award-winning scholar Jonathan H Turner, this is a comprehensive, indepth and detailed review of present-day theory in sociology.
Contemporary Sociological TheoryPine Forge Press
This title was first published in 2001. This book tackles the important issue of the tasks that
confront sociology in the third millennium. It examines the sociological interpretations of the
World-Wide revolution which - amid unprecedented scientific and technological progress and
the globalization of markets - has generated new inequalities, poverty, structural
unemployment and mass conditionings. A number of the most distinguished living sociologists
(including Boudon, Beck, Eisenstadt, Tiryakain, Wieviorka) furnish profound and innovative
interpretations of changes in world society, while outlining the frontiers of sociological research
for the 21st Century. The contributions to the book not only prompt reflection on the structure
and organization of sociological research, but also revitalize sociological inquiry by conducting
original and stimulating analysis of theoretical and methodological issues - an undertaking
essential for the survival of the discipline itself.
Now available for the first time in both print and e-book formats Sociological Theory in the
Classical Era, Fourth Edition is an innovative text/reader for courses in classical theory. It
introduces students to important original works by sociology?s key classical theorists while
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providing a thorough framework for understanding these challenging readings. For each
theorist, the editors supply a biographical sketch, discuss intellectual influences and core
ideas, and offer contemporary applications of those ideas. In addition to the seven major
theorists covered, the book also connects their work to "Significant Others"—writers and
thinkers who may have derived much of their own perspectives from Marx, Durkheim, Weber,
Gilman, Simmel, Du Bois, and Mead. Included with this title: The password-protected Instructor
Resource Site (formally known as SAGE Edge) offers access to all text-specific resources,
including a test bank and editable, chapter-specific PowerPoint® slides. Learn more.
This book introduces some of the most influential recent sociological theories, each covered in
an essay written by the theory's founder or by a leading exponent. Presented in nontechnical
language, each essay reviews the key positions and supporting research; many incorporate
discussion of critical or opposing positions. This unique book serves as an invaluable
advanced introduction or review for graduate or upper-level students who want to gain an
understanding of important theoretical advances. Visit our website for sample chapters!
Current sociological theories appear to have lost their general persuasiveness in part because,
unlike the theories of the ‘classical era’, they fail to maintain an integrated stance toward
society, and the practical role that sociology plays in society. The authors explore various
facets of this failure and possibilities for reconstructing sociological theories as integrated
wholes capable of conveying a moral and political immediacy. They discuss the evolution of
several concepts (for example, the social, structure, and self) and address the significant
disputes (for example, structuralism versus humanism, and individual versus society) that have
dominated twentieth-century sociological thought. Their ideas and analyses are directed
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towards an audience of students and theorists who are coming to terms with the project of
sociological theory, and its relationship with moral discourses and political practice. The
authors of these essays are sociological theorists from the United States, the United Kingdom
and Canada. They are all established, but not ‘establishment’ authors. The book contains no
orthodoxies, and no answers. However, the essays do contribute to identifying the range of
issues that will constitute the agenda for the next generation of sociological theorists.
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